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HONDURAS

417. The Commission has been particularly careful to monitor the human rights situation in Honduras.  Through its reports it has raised a number of structural issues in the areas of justice, security, marginalization and discrimination that for decades have been problematic for the human rights of its people.
418. On June 28, 2009, the democratically elected President of Honduras was toppled, producing an unconstitutional alteration of the constitutional order.  Since that day, the IACHR has closely followed the human rights situation against the backdrop of the coup d’état.  In keeping with its obligations of promoting and protecting human rights and given the hundreds of complaints it received denouncing serious human rights violations, the Commission granted precautionary measures to protect the lives of hundreds of persons as a consequence of the coup d’état;
 it requested information on the risk posed to certain persons; it also asked for information, pursuant to Article 41
 of the American Convention on Human Rights and Article XIV of the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons;
  it also turned to the Inter-American Court seeking adoption of provisional measures.  The Commission issued press releases, conducted in loco visits
 and published reports. 
419. In 2009, the IACHR decided to include Honduras in Chapter IV of its Annual Report, pursuant to Article 57(1)(h) of its Rules of Procedure.  In the Commission’s view, the human rights situation in Honduras since the coup d’état fit within criteria one, two and three, as set forth in the 1997 Annual Report and explained in the introduction to this chapter. 
420. The Commission sent the present report to the Honduran State on January 21, 2011.  The response was received on February 18, 2011.

421. In 2010, the Commission continued to observe the human rights situation in Honduras, focusing especially on the consequences of the 2009 coup d’état.  Having evaluated the situation, at its 140th regular session the Commission decided to include Honduras in this chapter, because it its view it qualifies for inclusion based on the aforementioned three criteria.
422. The Commission has established
 that the human rights violations that occurred subsequent to the 2009 coup d’état took a serious toll on the Honduran population; those violations continued throughout the present year. 

423. In the present document, the IACHR recounts the activities conducted in 2010 in connection with the situation in Honduras and examines the human rights situation in that country.  It looks at specific issues, especially the predicament of human rights defenders; the harassment of judges and magistrates; freedom of expression in Honduras and the lot of the traditionally most marginalized and vulnerable sectors of the population. It also examines the status of implementation of the precautionary measures the Commission granted, the problem of impunity and its relationship to the February 2010 Amnesty Decree.  The Commission also comments on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission; identifies the progress made toward restoring the institutions of democratic government and the challenges yet to be overcome, and makes its recommendations. 
I.
Activities of the IACHR in Honduras during 2010

A.
Visit
424. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights visited Honduras from May 15 to 18, 2010,
 as a follow-up to the in loco visit it made in August 2009 and to the report titled Honduras: Human Rights and the Coup d’état.

425. The delegation was composed of the President of the IACHR, Felipe González; its First Vice-President, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro; the Executive Secretary, Santiago A. Canton; the Commission’s Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, Catalina Botero; the Coordinator for Meso-America and the Spanish-speaking Caribbean, Isabel Madariaga; the attorney with the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression, Ramiro Álvarez-Ugarte, and the Documents Technician, Gloria Hansen.
426. During the visit, the IACHR met with officials in the three branches of government: the Minister Special Commissioner for Human Rights; the Office of the Attorney General and the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights; the Vice Minister of Security and the Bureau of National Police; the Supreme Court of Justice; the officers of the National Congress and the Congressional Human Rights Commission; the Minister of Defense and the Head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Armed Forces; and the Inter-institutional Human Rights Commission.  It also met with human rights defenders, members of the media, representatives of civil society and members of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  It also had an opportunity to meet with representatives of the United Nations system in Honduras and with ambassadors in the Stockholm Declaration Follow-up Group (G 16). 
427. At the end of its visit, the Commission expressed its deep concern over the continuation of human rights violations in the context of the coup d’état that occurred in Honduras on June 28, 2009. Also, observed in the opportunity, some progress made toward the restoration of democratic institutions. 

428. On June 3, 2010,
 the IACHR made public its preliminary observations
 on its May 2010 visit.
B.
Precautionary measures, requests for information, hearings and press releases
429. In 2010, the IACHR granted precautionary measures
 to protect the life and integrity of persons in Honduras and requested information from the State of Honduras, pursuant to Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights
 and Article XIV of the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons.

430. The Commission also issued 14 press releases
 on situations in Honduras and held three general public hearings.  More specifically, at the 138th regular session, a hearing was held on the subject “Response of the Judiciary to the Crimes and Events related to the Coup d’état in Honduras” requested by a coalition of national and international NGOs.
  At the 140th regular session, the Commission held two hearings, also requested by national and international NGOs: “Mechanism for the Implementation of Precautionary Measures in Honduras” and the “Situation of the Right to Freedom of Expression in Honduras.”
  The Honduran State participated in these last two hearings and supplied information.
II.
Human rights situation
A.
Background
431. On June 28, 2009, Honduran Army troopers, acting on orders from the Head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, entered the presidential residence, took President José Manuel Zelaya Rosales into custody and sent him to Costa Rica
 aboard a military aircraft.  With that, a democratically elected President was ousted and the democratic, constitutional order was interrupted.  That same day, the IACHR strongly condemned
 the coup d’état and the interruption of the constitutional order, issuing an urgent call to restore the democratic order and to respect human rights, the rule of law and the Inter-American Democratic Charter
.  It also called for absolute respect for the right to freedom of expression.
432. As noted earlier, in keeping with its obligations to promote and protect human rights and given the hundreds of complaints it had received of serious violations of the right to life and the right to humane treatment, that same day, June 28, 2009, the Commission granted precautionary measures to safeguard the lives of hundreds of persons as a consequence of the coup d’état.  It requested information on the risk that certain persons faced; it also requested information pursuant to Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights and Article XIV of the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons.  The Commission issued several press releases and on June 30, it filed a request seeking an urgent visit to Honduras.
433. At a special meeting held on June 28, 2009
 in response to the interruption of democratic order, and in keeping with the provisions of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) condemned the coup d’état and the expulsion of President Zelaya; it demanded that he be immediately returned to his constitutional functions, and declared that no government arising from this unconstitutional interruption would be recognized.
 On July 4, 2009, the OAS General Assembly held a special session where it approved resolution AG/RES.2 (XXXVII-E/09) in which it decided to suspend the Honduran State from the exercise of its right to participate in the OAS.  In that same resolution the General Assembly resolved “to reaffirm that the Republic of Honduras must continue to fulfill its obligations as a member of the Organization, in particular with regard to human rights; and to urge the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to continue to take all necessary measures to protect and defend human rights and fundamental freedoms in Honduras.”

434. The IACHR conducted its in loco visit from August 17 to 21, 2009.  Along with the loss of institutional legitimacy
  brought about by the coup d’état, during its visit the Commission confirmed that serious human rights violations had been committed, including the killing of at least seven people, an arbitrary declaration of a state of emergency, disproportionate use of force against public demonstrations, criminalization of public protest, arbitrary detention of thousands of persons, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, poor detention conditions, militarization of Honduran territory, an increase in incidents of racial discrimination, violations of women’s rights, and severe and arbitrary restrictions on the right to freedom of expression.  The Commission also established that judicial remedies were ineffective in protecting human rights in Honduras. On August 21, 2009, the IACHR publicly announced its preliminary observations on the visit in press release 60/09.

435. Subsequent to the August 2009 visit and in view of the information it had received concerning serious events occurring in Honduras, on September 23 and 29, 2009, the IACHR asked the State if it could conduct another visit.  However, it did not receive a reply.
436. The IACHR prepared the report titled Honduras: Human Rights and the Coup d’état, and published it on January 20, 2010
:
Along with the loss of institutional legitimacy brought about by the coup d’état, during its visit the Commission confirmed that serious human rights violations had been committed, including killings, an arbitrary declaration of a state of emergency, disproportionate use of force against public demonstrations, criminalization of public protest, arbitrary detention of thousands of persons, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, poor detention conditions, militarization of Honduran territory, an increase in incidents of racial discrimination, violations of women’s rights, severe and arbitrary restrictions on the right to freedom of expression, and serious violations of political rights.  The Commission also established that judicial remedies were ineffective in protecting human rights. 

From the day on which the coup d´état occurred, the state of emergency that the de facto authorities illegitimately decreed and that the security forces enforced was used as means to control the population. First, the Commission observes that the de facto government does not have legitimacy ab initio to declare a state of emergency; furthermore, under Article 27 of the American Convention, the scope of the suspensions must be those strictly necessary to relieve an emergency situation, and this implies limiting them in terms of time and space, and the rights that are suspended.  

Thus, at least seven (7) people were killed as a consequence of the disproportionate force that security forces used to suppress the public demonstrations.  According to the information received, there is nothing to suggest that internal investigations have made any significant headway toward identifying and punishing those responsible.

The IACHR confirmed that the security forces conducted thousands of illegal and arbitrary detentions, without an order from a competent authority.  Those detained were not brought before a judge to review the lawfulness of their detention, were not informed of the reasons for their detention, and were not read their rights; many were held incommunicado. And while the majority of those detained were released within 24 hours, no records were made of the arrests, which in many cases obstructed execution of the writs of habeas corpus and provided the opportunity for violations of the detainees’ right to have their physical, mental and moral integrity respected, especially in the case of women detainees, who were often sexually abused. 

The materiel and tactics that the Army, the Police and the Cobra Command Strike Force deployed revealed a disproportionate use of force.  This, combined with the conditions in which detainees were incarcerated, meant that thousands of persons endured inhuman, cruel and degrading treatment.  In this context, the aggressive tactics used took a particularly heavy toll on women, who in many cases were victims of sexual violence.  Other minority groups like the Garifuna, members of the gay community and foreign nationals were the target of discriminatory practices. 

The Commission also received testimony about acts of harassment against persons who publicly demonstrated their political support for President Zelaya. The IACHR confirmed serious violations of political rights, such as the right to participate in politics and the right to hold public office.  Ministers, governors, members of the National Congress and mayors were the targets of reprisals, threats, acts of violence and budgetary cuts, and the public offices where they worked were occupied by military troops. Furthermore, de facto and de jure restrictions were imposed on the activities of the opposition parties, groups and leaders who were against the de facto government.  The family of President Zelaya in particular reported harassment and that a smear campaign was being waged against them. 
The IACHR confirmed that the flow of information and news was controlled by temporarily shutting down some media outlets; orders were given to block transmission of the signal from certain cable television networks that were covering the coup d’état; selective power outages were used to affect broadcasting by audiovisual media covering the coup, and journalists from media outlets whose editorial positions were opposed to the coup d’état were attacked and threatened.
The Commission also confirmed that the airing of dissident opinions or criticism was prohibited, and security forces were authorized to search and confiscate broadcasting equipment when, in the opinion of the administrative authorities, the media were engaging in behavior prohibited under the existing laws.  These measures are a very serious, arbitrary unnecessary and disproportionate restriction, in violation of international law, of the right of all Hondurans to freely express themselves and to receive information from a plurality and diversity of sources.  The IACHR repeats that any curtailment of the right to freedom of expression, even under a state of emergency, must be ordered by a legitimate government and must be proportionate and strictly necessary to protect the existence of the democratic system of government. 

Violations of the right to life, humane treatment, freedom of association, personal liberty, judicial guarantees, freedom of expression, political rights, the rights of women and the rights of minority groups were exacerbated by the absence of a legitimate government capable of processing complaints, investigating facts, punishing those responsible, and making reparations to victims.  Those sectors of Honduran society that opposed the coup d’état told the Commission that they feared reprisals by security agents and were mistrustful of those institutions that had not energetically condemned the break with the democratic institutional order, and that had done nothing in response to public outcries. 

Under the American Convention on Human Rights, which Honduras ratified in 1977, it an international obligation to prevent human rights violations and, should they occur, to investigate, prosecute and punish those responsible.  Nevertheless, the de facto authorities and the Supreme Court of Honduras consistently deny the existence of those violations.  Inactivity and tolerance enable the repetition of human rights violations with impunity. 

The organs of the Inter-American system for the protection of human rights have repeatedly held that the democratic system of government is the best guarantee for the exercise and enjoyment of human rights.  Indeed, this report reveals how the human rights violations reported in Honduras are a direct consequence of the interruption of the constitutional order.  The Commission therefore considers that the restoration of democratic institutions in Honduras is a condition sine qua non for the effective protection and observance of the human rights of all the inhabitants of Honduras.
.

437. On January 27, 2010, Mr. Porfirio Lobo Sosa was sworn in as President of Honduras, following elections held on November 29, 2009, in which mayors, members of municipal councils and deputies were also elected.
B.
Follow-up of the human rights situation in 2010 against the backdrop of the coup d’état 
438. On February 3, 2010, the IACHR issued press release 14/10
 in which it expressed its concern with respect to the ambiguity of the Amnesty Decree approved by the National Congress of Honduras on January 26, 2010.  Although the text made provision for certain exceptions in terms of human rights violations, the language was ambiguous and the decree did not spell out precise criteria or concrete mechanisms for its application. According to the Honduran State, the Amnesty Decree is not ambiguous, because it spells out the crimes to which it applies, the crimes to which it does not apply, based on the Honduran State’s international obligations; it also spells out the procedure to be followed when applying it.
 
439. On March 8, 2010, the IACHR condemned and lamented the murders of three persons who were active in the Frente Nacional de Resistencia Popular, a movement that opposes the coup d’état (hereinafter the “Resistance Front” or “the resistance”).  The killings occurred between February and March of 2010.  It also deplored the kidnappings, arbitrary detentions, sexual violations and illegal searches to which active members of the resistance to the coup d’état and members of their families had been subjected. The IACHR also expressed deep concern over the information received to the effect that children of activists were being threatened and harassed and in two cases had been killed.
440. On March 5, 15 and 16 the IACHR’s Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression condemned the murder of three journalists.
441. Based on the information that the Commission received regarding the human rights situation in Honduras and with the purpose to follow up on the in loco visit made in August 2009 and the report titled Honduras: Human Rights and the Coup d’état, on March 19, 2010 the IACHR asked the Honduran State to agree to another visit by the Commission.

442. On March 27, 2010, the IACHR’s Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression condemned the murder of journalists from R.Z. Television Channel 4 and Radio Excélsior, Bayardo Mairena and Manuel Juárez, on March 26 in the Department of Olancho, Honduras.  The Office of the Special Rapporteur expressed its deep concern over the vulnerability of the press in Honduras.
  On April 22, 2010, another press release was issued when it was learned that yet another journalist had been murdered on April 20, 2010.

443. This was the scene when the Commission visited Honduras in May 2010.  It took the occasion to express its deep concern over the fact that, while progress had been made toward the restoration of democratic institutions, human rights violations continued.  The Commission was of the view that the complaints received could fit the same pattern of violence that the Commission had denounced in its report Honduras: Human Rights and the Coup d’État.  It also said how deeply troubled it was by the absence of effective investigations that would clarify these events. 
444. The Commission availed itself of its visit to make recommendations to the Honduran state, based on the in loco visits made in August 2009 and May 2010, the report titled Honduras: Human Rights and the Coup d’État, and especially the follow-up that it had done of the human rights situation in the country since the June 28, 2009 coup.
445. Subsequent to the May 2010 visit, the IACHR continued to receive information on alleged human rights violations committed as a consequence of or in connection with the 2009 coup d’état.  As previously observed, in 2010 it received information concerning a number of murders, threats and harassment of human rights defenders, journalists, social communicators, members of the resistance, teachers and members of organized labor.
446. Therefore, throughout 2010, the IACHR has had to grant a number of precautionary measures for persons who are at risk.  In the majority of cases, the peril they face is associated with their involvement in activities against the coup d’état. On August 30, 2010 the Commission turned to the Inter-American Court seeking provisional measures for Gladys Lanza; on December 6, it did the same for José Luis Galdámez Álvarez and his immediate family.  In both cases, the petitions were based on the fact that the harassment, threats and persecution that had originally prompted the Commission to adopt precautionary measures
 had persisted and were perpetrated because of the beneficiaries’ opposition to the coup d’état: in Mrs. Lanza’s case, it was her activities to promote and defend human rights;
 in Mr. Galdámez’ case, it was his profession of journalism.
  On September 2, 2010, the Inter-American Court granted provisional measures for Mrs. Lanza
 and on December 22 for Mr. Galdámez Álvarez and his family.

447. While cognizant of the high rate of common crime in Honduras,
 the Commission observes that the system of justice is not properly investigating the murders, threats and harassment of human rights defenders, journalists and members of the resistance, with the result that these crimes have gone unpunished.  Absent a proper investigation, there is no way to determine whether these crimes are related to the 2009 coup d’état or are the result of common crime, and no way to prosecute and punish those responsible for such actions or to avoid a recurrence of similar events.
C.
Human right defenders and social leaders
1.
Murders of human rights defenders and social leaders
448. During its May 2010 visit, the Commission received information about a series of threats and acts of harassment targeted at human rights defenders, journalists, social communicators, teachers, union members and members of the Resistance.  However, the Honduran system of justice has not taken the measures necessary to shed light on those attacks and to punish them, as well as to reliably establish whether or not they were in any way related to the context of the 2009 coup d’état.
449. On December 16, 2009, Walter Orlando Trochez, a human rights defender and activist from the LGBT community who had given testimony to the IACHR during its in loco visit in August 2009, was murdered in the city of Tegucigalpa, with two gunshots fired from a moving vehicle.  Earlier, on December 4 of that year, Mr. Trochez had allegedly been the target of a kidnapping attempt by four men wearing hoods.  While brutally beating Mr. Trochez, the four men had questioned him about the Resistance Front, its leaders and its movements.  According to information received during the May 2010 visit, the investigation undertaken by the Public Prosecutor’s Office has gone nowhere.
450. In Press Release 26/10,
 dated March 8, 2010, the IACHR
 condemned and lamented the murders of three persons in Honduras who were active in the resistance to the coup d’état.  The murders occurred in February 2010.  According to the information received, on February 3, 2010, Vanessa Zepeda Alonzo, age 29, an active member of the Resistance Front and a member of the Social Security Employees Union, was found dead in Tegucigalpa.  According to eyewitnesses, her body had been thrown from a car.
451. On February 15, 2010, Julio Fúnez Benítez, an active member of the resistance and a member of the SANAA Workers Union, was shot twice and killed as he was chatting on the sidewalk outside his home in Colonia Brisas de Olancho, by unknown persons traveling on a motorcycle.
452. On February 24, 2010, Claudia Maritza Brizuela, age 36, was killed at home.  She was the daughter of union and social leader Pedro Brizuela, who participates actively in the resistance.  Two unknown persons came to the door; when Claudia Brizuela opened the door, she was shot and killed in the presence of her two children, ages 2 and 8.

453. After these murders in February, Francisco Castillo
 was murdered on March 17, 2010.  He was an active member of the resistance.  Mr. Castillo and his wife had allegedly been the victims of harassment by persons driving motorcycles and cars.
454. Mr. Juan Manuel Flores Arguijo, leader of the National Resistance Front and a member of the association of secondary-school teachers, was murdered on March 23, 2010, while at Comayagüela’s Instituto San José de Pedregal, in the presence of teachers and students.
455. On May 8, 2010, Adalberto Figueroa, a leader of the Olancho environmentalist movement and of his community, was shot several times and killed one kilometer from his home by persons wearing balaclavas.  According to the reports received, his death was said to be linked to complaints that the victim had filed about illegal exploitation of local forests by businessmen in the lumber industry.
456. Gilberto Alexander Núñez Ochoa, said to have been a member of the security committee of the Resistance, was murdered on May 13, 2010.  He was shot 17 times.
457. On May 26, 2010, Pedro Antonio Durón Gómez, brother of Arcadia Gómez -minister to President Zelaya and an active member of the National Resistance Front-, and Oscar Tulio Martínez, an agent with the General Bureau of Special Investigative Services (DGSEI) were shot several times and killed by individuals who intercepted the vehicle they were driving. 
458. As yet, the IACHR has received no information concerning the steps taken by the administration of justice to solve these murders and its findings. 
459. Since its May 2010 visit the Commission has been informed that the threats, harassment and murders of human rights defenders and leaders of the opposition continue.   It was against this backdrop that attorney Marco Tulio Amaya, Coordinator of Attorneys in Resistance [Abogados en Resistencia], was alleged to have been killed on July 20, 2010.
  The Commission has also learned of the murder of Juana Supaya Bustillo, regional president of the Labor Union of the Honduran Social Security Institute, who was killed on September 16, 2010 by unidentified persons shooting from a passing vehicle.

2.
Threats against and harassment of human rights defenders and other social leaders
460. In its March 8, 2010 press release,
 the Commission deplored the kidnappings, arbitrary detentions, torture, sexual violations and unlawful searches that had victimized persons active in the resistance to the coup and their families. The IACHR also expressed its deep concern over the information received to the effect that children of the leaders of the Resistance Front were being kidnapped, attacked and threatened, as a strategy to silence the resistance.  It reported that on February 17, 2010, Dara Gudiel, age 17, was found hanged in the city of Danlí, department of El Paraíso.  Dara Gudiel was the daughter of journalist Enrique Gudiel, who broadcasts a radio program called “Siempre al Frente con el Frente,” which carries news about the resistance. Some days before she was found hanged, Dara Gudiel had reportedly been abducted for two days, physically abused and then released. 
461. During the visit, the Commission received information to the effect that the threats and harassment of human rights defenders, teachers, social leaders and members of the Resistance continue.  In fact, during the first five months of 2010, the IACHR felt compelled to grant a series of precautionary measures to protect the lives and personal integrity of a considerable number of persons who were in jeopardy, in general because of their activities against the coup d’état. In recent months, these precautionary measures have been amplified; additional precautionary measures have also been ordered and two provisional measures have been requested from the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.
  One of the episodes that precipitated the decision to seek the provisional measure for Mrs. Gladys Lanza, was an e-mail that read as follows:
“Have you forgotten about the money you stole from STENEE WITH THE ROLL ROIZ RUSH which now have a NGO stolen from Callejas and have you forgotten about the people you sent to kill in San Pedro Sula when “you controlled the guerrillas of the Communist Party in Padilla Fush? Have you forgotten that old woman? Do you believe that we do not remember? Now we will bring you down, old fool!!! Irmita Becerra with Billy Joya Amendola renewed!!!” 

462. Human rights defenders told the Commission that in recent months, illegal groups were said to be operating in secret, using patterns of attack that targeted persons associated with the resistance, persons who filed complaints and persons who shape public opinion.  According to the human rights defenders, the situation has worsened in Honduras, because the death squads, which for some years were infamous for their brutal “social cleansing” acts, are reportedly again in operation in Honduras, this time for political persecution.
463. Information was also received to the effect that teachers who demonstrated against the coup d’état continue to be harassed. Specifically it was reported that 10 directors and departmental secretaries and district directors of the opposition were unlawfully removed from their posts,
 that economic reprisals are being taken
 and that dozens of educators in the opposition were said to be subject to measures provided under domestic law to “ensure the effectiveness of the procedure”.
  It was also reported that proceedings had been instituted against educational institutions whose teachers participated in the protests.
  The Commission was also told that Honduran teachers are concerned now that bills have been introduced in the Honduran National Congress that, they contend, could compromise the teaching advances achieved thus far. 
464. It is important to recall that amid the climate of constant harassment of social leaders and human rights defenders, the police have been accused of being behind some of the abuses and threats.
  Furthermore, the precautionary measures granted and the provisional measures requested have pointed up a pattern of aggression and hostility toward government opponents and human rights defenders.
 There have even been reports of attempts to abduct persons with ties to the coup resistance movement.

465. Opponents of the government
 complain that political dissidence has been criminalized, and attorneys and human rights defenders have been prosecuted on baseless charges.
  In this connection, during its 140th regular session, the Commission received information suggesting that the justice system was misapplying laws criminalizing unlawful association, terrorism, rebellion, sedition, and unlawful demonstration, all in an attempt to obstruct the work being done by members of citizen groups.

466. The Commission has received reports of a disproportionate use of force on the part of police to suppress a demonstration that professors at the Universidad Pedagógica Francisco Morazán staged on August 20.  The professors were said to have been the target of gunfire and teargas grenades, after which leaders of the educators were detained.  Some ended up having to be hospitalized because of the manner in which they were arrested.
 
467. The Commission has also learned of the harsh police tactics used during a demonstration in San Pedro Sula on September 15, where military personnel were performing functions that properly pertain to a civilian police force.
  There, the police beat the demonstrators hard, and many children suffered the effects of the teargas chemicals spread by the security forces.  Also reportedly injured in that protest was a Prosecutor from the Honduran Public Prosecutor’s Office.
  Police were also accused of vandalizing private property.
  The Commission received reports of reprisals taken against employees of government agencies, allegedly because of their involvement in organized labor activities.
468. The IACHR notes with concern the detention by the police of Edwuin Otoniel Aguilera García -age 20- on September 18, 2010. According to the complaint, the detention was in retaliation for the activities of his mother, María Arnulfa García Ávila, in the Resistance Front.  According to the information received, the police refused to divulge any information concerning the young man’s detention and he was released only after a call was made to the Police Commissioner.
 The Commission would remind the Honduran State of its obligations under the American Convention, specifically the duty to respect Article 7, i.e., the provision prohibiting arbitrary deprivation of liberty, and requiring that any person arrested be fully informed of the reasons for the arrest and taken without delay before a competent judge to review the lawfulness of the arrest. 
469. During the Commission’s 140th regular session in 2010, it also received information on the situation of those who defend the right to a clean and healthy environment in Honduras.
  According to the information received, since the coup d’état the proceedings instituted into complaints related to the causes that persons dedicated to defending the right to a clean and healthy environment espouse, complaints related to the rights of communities neighboring large-scale mining projects, and complaints filed because of the threats and harassment that they frequently experience –at the hands of state and non-state perpetrators alike- are allegedly not moving forward as they should, which means that the perpetrators go unpunished.
470. In this connection, the Commission received information on the situation of Gelsomina Munguía, President of the National Network of Communities Affected by the Mining Industry in Honduras, and Ramón Sarmiento, the current Mayor of Juticalpa Olancho.  Both received death threats after opposing the plan to operate a strip mine.  Information was also received concerning the persecution of the Valle de Siria Environmentalist Committee, specifically targeting environmental defender Carlos Amador, who reportedly also received threats from sectors connected to the mining company’s project.  According to the information supplied to the IACHR,
 those responsible have not yet been made to answer for their actions.
471. In its response of February 18, 2011, the State of Honduras does not deny its limitations in terms of the human, economic and technological resources with which to conduct investigations and clarify the facts in order to be able to bring those responsible for the human rights violations to justice.  It observes, however, that many cases are either not reported to the national authorities or are inaccurately reported, thereby making it difficult for the authorities to solve them. The State adds in this regard that the competent authorities have the deaths and/or threats denounced in the report “and those that are not mentioned therein” under investigation.

D.
Harassment and Persecution of Magistrates and Judges
472. On its Preliminary Observations on its visit to Honduras in May 2010, the IACHR was particularly troubled by the acts of harassment targeted at judges who have been identified as opponents of the coup d’état.  In May 2010, the Commission met with members of the Association of Judges for Democracy, who reported on the situation of judges whom the Supreme Court had dismissed from the tribunal.  It also met with the plenary of the Supreme Court, and brought up this situation during the meeting.
473. According to the information received after the coup d’état the Office of the Inspector General of Judges and Courts undertook, on its own initiative, investigations into supposed violations committed by Tirza del Carmen Flores, Magistrate on the Court of Appeals of San Pedro Sula; and Guillermo López Lone, Judge of the San Pedro Sula Sentencing Court; Ramón Enrique Barrios, Judge of the San Pedro Sula Sentencing Court; and Luis Alonso Chévez de la Rocha, Judge for Cases of Domestic Violence, all of whom were members of the Association of Judges for Democracy.
474. An official investigation of Magistrate Tirza Flores Lanza and Judge Guillermo López Lone was launched on July 1, 2009, because on June 30, 2009, they had filed a petition seeking amparo relief on behalf of President José Manuel Zelaya Rosales, with the Office of the Secretary of the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court. 
  In the case of Magistrate Flores Lanza, the Office of the Director of Personnel for the Judicial Career Service applied administrative sanctions: 
“1.- for her absence from her office on June 30, 2009, because she was in the capital of the Republic engaging in activities that are not part of the functions of her post, without having requested the necessary leave; 2.- for performing activities that are incompatible with her office by engaging in attorney conduct in the nullification filed in case No. SCO-896-2009 (action seeking amparo relief) on August 12, 2009; 3.- for giving the offices of the San Pedro Sula Court of Appeals as the address to which notifications were to be sent in proceedings that have nothing to do with her sole function, which is to impart and administer justice impartially; 4.- for engaging in activities that, because she is a magistrate, she is not permitted to perform, by having appeared before the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic and having filed a complaint against State officials for the alleged commission of crimes, and for making comments on the judicial conduct of other courts and the Supreme Court itself.”

475. Judge Guillermo López Lone, President of the Association of Judges for Democracy, was found guilty of a “failure to perform the duties of his office when he engaged in activities offensive to the dignity of the Administration of Justice by having actively participated in the demonstration held near Toncontín International Airport on July 5, 2009 […].”
  Judge Luis Alonso Chévez de la Rocha was found guilty of “having been detained by the National Police on August 12, 2009, when he was present at events that disrupted public order; for having discussed rebellion against the established Government with various employees of the Judicial Branch (sic). And for having said that he ‘feels ashamed of his association with the Judicial Branch’. Incurring in acts that offend dignity in the administration.”
  Judge Ramón Enrique Barrios was investigated “for having made a statement in a press conference which was then published in an editorial opinion that appeared in the August 28, 2009 issue of El Tiempo under the titled “THE HANDOVER WAS NOT CONSTITUTIONAL” in which he is identified as a Sentencing Judge and censures the actions of the Supreme Court in processing a prosecution request presented against Mr. JOSE MANUEL ZELAYA ROSALES, and then proceeding to specify what procedure he believed should have been followed [...].”

476. According to the affected judges, due process was not observed in the proceedings conducted against them.
  At the May 18, 2010 meeting with plenary of the Supreme Court, the President of the Court informed the Commission that the dismissal decision had been confirmed by the Supreme Court; that in the days ahead the full membership of the Court would be discussing the wording of the bases for the respective judgments and that, once notified, the judges in question would be able to file a challenge.
477. Whatever formal reasons the Supreme Court may cite as the grounds for its rulings, the case and the final decision were undoubtedly driven by the fact that the judges in question had participated in demonstrations protesting the coup d’état  or had expressed their dissent.   Time and time again the inter-American human rights system has underscored the central role that the Judicial Branch plays in the democratic system of government.  It is unacceptable that individuals charged with administering justice, who opposed the break with the democratic, constitutional order, are being charged and dismissed because of their defense of democracy.

478. The Commission observes that the very same institution that investigated the magistrate and the judges for their opposition to the coup d’état, called upon officials and employees of the judicial branch to participate in marches in support of the coup d’état.  The Commission received the following copy of an announcement: 

JUDICIAL BRANCH

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF PERSONNEL

ANNOUNCEMENT

On orders from above, the officials and employees of the Judicial Branch are hereby invited to participate in the “March for Peace in Honduras” which will be held in the central park of Tegucigalpa, today, June 30, 2009, between 9:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Cordially,







  (Signature Illegible)







     Chief of Staff

479. The Commission also observes that subsequent to the June 28, 2009 coup d’état, a number of judges and magistrates made public statements in support of the coup, but were never investigated for their remarks.
  
480. In press release 54/10,
 the IACHR issued an urgent call to reverse this situation, which seriously undermines the rule of Law.  On May 28, 2010, by virtue of the authority it is given in Article 41 of the American Convention, the Inter-American Commission asked the Supreme Court to provide information on the situation of the judges who were subjected to disciplinary actions for their participation in activities protesting the coup d’état.

481. On June 1, 2010, the Supreme Court of Honduras confirmed the decision to dismiss Magistrate Tirza del Carmen Flores and judges Guillermo López Lone, Ramón Enrique Barrios and Luis Alonso Chévez de la Rocha.
  That same day, President Porfirio Lobo stated that he was “completely against the decision; it seems to me that it does nothing to contribute to the reconciliation of the Honduran family.  With all due respect to the Judicial Branch as an independent branch of government, I have to say that their decision does nothing to unify the country."

482. On June 18, 2010, the magistrates and judges were notified of the Supreme Court decision that ordered their removal from the bench for failure to discharge or serious violations of their duties.
  According to published reports, on June 28, 2010, the dismissed judges filed a challenge with the Judicial Career Council and requested reinstatement.
  According to the press, the Council in question agreed to hear the petition.
 
E. Freedom of expression

483. The June 2009 coup d’état set off a series of massive human rights violations; the right to freedom of thought and expression was not spared.
  Although Mr. Porfirio Lobo Sosa was sworn in as President of the Republic of Honduras on January 27, 2010, the danger to social communicators, journalists and human rights defenders persisted.  Particularly troubling to the Commission were the number of journalists murdered in 2010; the threats, aggression and harassment perpetrated against journalists and the media; and the fact that these crimes continue to go unpunished, which has a widespread chilling effect on citizen’s exercise of their freedom of expression, on their right to access information, and on the strength and vitality of public discourse.
1. Journalists murdered 

484. In 2010, at least eight journalists were murdered in Honduras.
485. On March 1, 2010, Joseph Hernández Ochoa, a journalist with Channel 51 in Tegucigalpa, was shot to death.  His companion, journalist Karol Cabrera, sustained injuries but survived According to the information received, on the night of March 1, the automobile in which journalists Hernández Ochoa from Channel 51 and Cabrera from Radio Cadena Voces and State Channel 8 were traveling was attacked by a number of individuals wielding firearms.  Reports indicate that Mr. Hernández Ochoa was shot to death, while Cabrera sustained three bullet wounds, but recovered.  According to accounts in the local press, Cabrera –who reported having received threats on several occasions- had police protection at home and was the target of the assailants.
  

486. David Meza Montesinos, 51, was murdered on March 11, 2010; at the time he was a journalist with Radio América and Radio El Patio in the city of La Ceiba.  He was killed at around 17:30, near his home in the coastal city of La Ceiba, located two hundred kilometers north of Tegucigalpa, the capital of the country.  The journalist was attacked from a passing vehicle as he was walking down a street in La Ceiba.

487. On March 14, 2010, journalist Nahúm Palacios was murdered in the city of Tocoa; Palacios had been news director for Television Channel 5 in Aguán. The IACHR had requested that the State adopt precautionary measures for him.  According to the information received, Nahúm Palacios was murdered by two unknown assailants who attacked with AK-47 automatics on the night of Sunday, March 14, as Palacios was returning to his home in the Los Pinos neighborhood of the city of Tocoa, some 400 kilometers north of Tegucigalpa. The journalist sustained 30 bullet wounds, and the car in which he was driving was shot 42 times.  The two persons with him were injured.  After the June 28, 2009 coup d’état, Nahúm Palacios covered the demonstrations organized by the resistance and publicly criticized the coup.  According to the information the Commission has received, on June 30, 2009, a military operation was carried out in which the channel’s operating equipment was confiscated; Palacios’ residence was searched, his children held at gunpoint and his vehicle confiscated.  On July 24, 2009, the Commission granted precautionary measures for Nahúm Palacios and requested that the necessary measures be taken to protect his life and personal integrity.  According to the information received, the Honduran authorities did not take these measures.

488. On March 26, 2010, José Bayardo Mairena and Manuel Juárez, journalists for R.Z. Television Channel 4 and Radio Excélsior, were murdered as they were driving down a highway in the vicinity of the city of Juticalpa, in the department of Olancho.  According to the reports received, Mairena and Juárez were on road near the city of Juticalpa, when they were taken over by another vehicle; those inside the second vehicle fired off several bursts of machine gun fire.  Sources that the Office of the Special Rapporteur consulted indicated that Mairena had recently done newspaper reports on the land dispute and organized crime in Honduras.

489. On April 20, 2010, Jorge Alberto “Georgino” Orellana, a journalist with the Televisión de Honduras channel, was murdered in the city of San Pedro Sula.
  According to the information received, Orellana was shot on Tuesday, April 20, at night, minutes after leaving the offices of channel Televisión de Honduras, where he was the anchor of an opinion program dealing with current issues. The journalist died shortly thereafter from the bullet wounds he had sustained.
490. On July 14, Luis Arturo Mondragón Morazán, director of Channel 19 and of the news program “Teleprensa”, was killed in El Paraíso, which is in the eastern part of the country.  According to the information received, Mondragón was shot four times as he was leaving the offices of Channel 19.  In his program, the journalist covered such issues as corruption, crime and environmental problems.  He died at the scene, having succumbed to the bullet wounds he sustained.

491. Israel Zelaya Díaz was murdered on August 24, 2010.  He was a journalist with Radio Internacional in the city of San Pedro Sula, Honduras. According to the information received, Israel Zelaya was found shot to death in a sugarcane field.  His personal belongings had not been stolen.  Three months earlier, a fire had done damage to his home; the cause of the blaze was never established.  The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression learned that Zelaya was working on a local news program on Radio Internacional in San Pedro Sula, and routinely complained about public interest matters.
 
492. Henry Suazo, a correspondent for radio HRN in La Ceiba department and a journalist for a local television station, was killed on December 28, 2010, as he was leaving his home in La Masica.  According to the information received, two days earlier the journalist had received a death threat delivered by a text message sent to his cell phone.
 

493. The Secretariat of Security filed a report with the National Congress on May 5, in which it updated the status of the investigations into these murders.
 The report was confidential and its contents were not revealed.  Authorities at the Secretariat of Security argued that revealing the content of the report could obstruct the investigations.
  In May 2010, the Vice Minister of Security, Armando Calidonio, told the Commission that “thus far, the deaths of the journalists appear to be unrelated to the practice of their profession.”
  However, both the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights and nongovernmental organizations that are monitoring the progress made into the investigations of these crimes stated that in some cases, there are credible theories that link the crimes to the victims’ practice of journalism.  Those nongovernmental organizations maintained that no headway had been made in the investigations and were of the view that the authorities were not interested in solving the murders.
  The Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights blamed the shortcomings in the investigations on the fact that “the police were ill-equipped to conduct investigations.”
 
494. At the public hearing the Commission held on October 25, 2010 on the Situation of the Right to Freedom of Expression in Honduras, the State’s representatives asserted that progress has been made in the investigations into the crimes committed against journalists, and indicated that none of the journalists murdered in 2010 was killed for practicing his craft; the State’s contention was that these were common crimes.
  However, like the officials the Commission interviewed during its official visit in May, the State’s representatives did not offer any evidence to support their claim.
 
495. In its observations on the IACHR’s 2010 Annual Report, the State pointed out the following:  “The preliminary investigations have established that the murders were the work of a common criminal or criminals; it has not yet found anything to suggest that the motive for the crime was the opinions expressed by the journalists or that agents of the State were in any way involved.  For that reason, the cases are being investigated by the Office of the Prosecutor for Common Crimes and not by the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights.  In two of the cases, the investigations have concluded, the corresponding criminal indictments have been filed, and the suspects in those two cases are in custody pending trial. In another two cases, the investigations have concluded and the Public Prosecutor’s Office is expected to present them shortly.”
 It should pointed out that the State did not mention which cases had moved forward and did not provide any evidence to support its claims. 

496. The nongovernmental organization C-Libre reported that someone was convicted of the murder of Georgino Orellana; however, suspicions that the crime was politically motivated persist.  It also indicated that someone was reportedly in custody for the murder of David Meza, but said that no significant progress had been made in the case.

497. As the Commission maintained after its May 2010 visit, it is imperative that the State urgently undertake investigations, run by independent, specialized bodies that follow special investigative procedures that can reliably establish whether the crimes are related to the practice of the victims’ profession and that can enable the prosecution and conviction of those responsible for the crimes.  The State must also adopt permanent protective mechanisms to ensure the lives and personal safety of media workers who are at risk.  Allowing the perpetrators of these crimes to go unpunished not only offends the victims’ next of kin but affects society as a whole as well, as it instills fear and a tendency toward self-censorship, as various journalists and social communicators have observed in the meetings held with the IACHR during its visit to Honduras in May 2010.
 
498. Principle 9 of the IACHR’s Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression reads as follows: “The murder, kidnapping, intimidation of and/or threats to social communicators, as well as the material destruction of communications media violate the fundamental rights of individuals and strongly restrict freedom of expression.  It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, to punish their perpetrators and to ensure that victims receive due compensation.”
3. Threats, assaults and harassment of journalists
499. Sometime after 3:30 am on January 6, 2010, unknown persons set fire to the community radio station Faluma Bimetu (Coco Dulce), which serves the community of Triunfo de la Cruz in the department of Atlántida.  The radio station belongs to the Garifuna community.  Since the June 2009 coup, the radio station had received a number of threats because of its opposition to the coup d’état and to various real estate development projects underway in the region.  As a result, the radio station told the Commission that its situation was dangerous.  Alfredo López, manager of Faluma Bimetu, said that on April 24, shortly before the Commission’s visit to Honduras in May 2010, he had made arrangements with the State consisting of two daily police patrols.
  However, López said that the patrols stopped within a few days.
  The Honduran State reported that the investigations into this case have “not turned up any suspects who might have caused the fire at the community radio station in question.” It reported that “investigations continue in order to find those responsible.”
 
500. In late March 2010, journalist José Alemán, a correspondent for Radio América and contributor to the Diario Tiempo in San Marcos de Ocotepeque, left the country because of the threats he received.  According to the information received, on March 28, 2010 Alemán received an anonymous call in the morning, in which they threatened him.  That same day, unknown persons entered his residence when he was not at home and fired off their weapons inside the reporter’s home.  According to the information received, the San Marcos de Ocotepeque police told him that they were “incapable” of providing him with security.  As a result of these events, Alemán decided to leave the country that very night.

501. On April 9, 2010, unidentified persons fired shots at the residence of Channel 40 journalist Ricardo Oviedo.  The journalist, who is also president of the Colón Social Communicators Association, complained that he has been persecuted and harassed since the June 2009 coup d’état.  On the day his home was attacked, the journalist had covered the police barricade where security forces were stopping buses and checking their passengers.  When Oviedo asked why the people were being checked, one of the police officers answered him in a hostile manner using language laced with obscenities.

502. During its May 2010 visit, the Commission received information about an attack made on members of the community radio station La Voz de Zácate Grande, in the town of Zácate Grande, which is in the area of the Gulf of Fonseca.  This radio station has ties to a movement of campesinos in the region who are currently locked in a dispute with a businessman from the area over the control of land.  According to the information received, in April 2010 La Voz de Zácate Grande was attacked by a group of individuals who supposedly had ties to the businessman in question.  Later, persons bearing arms turned up at the radio station claiming to be with the Public Prosecutor’s Office.  They asked to see the papers authorizing the station to operate. In the days that followed, prosecutor Marco Tulio Campos filed a criminal complaint with the Amapala district court, charging Pedro Canales Torres, José Ernesto Laso, Wilmer Rivera Cabrera, Ethel Verónica Corea, Rafael Osorio, José Danilo Osorio, all employees of the radio station, with the crimes of usurpation of land and the crime of defrauding the public administration by setting up a radio station without CONATEL’s authorization.
  The charges of defrauding the government were dropped.  According to the information received, the accused were found guilty of the crime of “usurpation.”  An appeal filed with the Choluteca Appellate Court was denied.
 

503. On April 18, 2010, journalist Jorge Ott Anderson, owner of a small cable channel in the city of Colón, received a call on his program in which the anonymous caller warned him that he would be killed at anytime.  On May 13, 2010, he received another threat during the night.  According to the journalist, the threats against him began two days after the coup d’état, on June 30, 2009. They were made by phone and were broadcast live, since the journalist takes calls from viewers live and on the air.  The military shut down the channel, which was off the air for two and a half months.  According to Ott Anderson, the threats have continued unabated ever since.  Their frequency had reportedly increased after Ott Anderson reported on the murder of journalist Nahúm Palacios and the detention of a young man in Bonito Oriental, who had allegedly been mistreated by police in April 2010.
  
504. In late April 2010, the Society of Jesus reported that Father Ismael Moreno, director of  Radio Progreso, Gerardo Chévez, a journalist with the station, and Lucy Mendoza, the attorney with the Jesuit Reflection, Research and Communication Team [Equipo de Reflexión, Investigación y Comunicación de la Compañía de Jesús] –ERIC- had reportedly been threatened.  According to the information received, the threats that Father Moreno received forced him to go into hiding in late April 2010.
  According to the same report, journalist Gerardo Chévez was threatened via a text message on March 29, 2010, at approximately three in the afternoon.  In the early morning hours that same day, the journalist received another message which read as follows: “Resistance, we’re eliminating the Chévezes first and then the priests.”  It is important to point out that on April 11, 2010, Chévez’ cousin, the broadcaster Luis Alberto Chévez, had been murdered.
 Attorney Lucy Mendoza was threatened on April 24, 2010, by way of a text message that told her the following: “Colonel: You think we don’t know you?  When you walk in the park, we know when you arrive.  We see when you come and with whom.  You better get out of all that resistance business.”  Attorney Mendoza, who had been followed and threatened in other ways, has been working for ERIC for some two years; in recent months, she has been providing direct support to the journalists with Radio Progreso.
 

505. Jessica Pavón is the news anchor on two news programs on Tegucigalpa’s Channel 6: Notiseis Matutino [The Channel 6 Morning News] and Notiseis Nocturno [The Channel 6 Nightly News]. On May 13, 2010, Pavón received a call on her cell phone and then a message to the following effect: “You feel death.  Right, bitch?  Because you’re dressed in white, we’re going to kill you, bitch” [sic].  Pavón was in fact wearing white that day.  Almost ten minutes later, she received another message, which said the following: “When we see you, we’re going to blow your head off, bitch.  Get ready, because it’s channel 6’s turn now.  Orlin Castro [one of Pavon’s colleagues at Channel 6 who works in San Pedro Sula and had been a recent target of persecution] got away from us.  The luck is for you, JESSICA PAVON.  Regards el Chele” [sic].  After contacting the police, at 8:00 p.m. Pavón was taken home in a private car by two police officers sent by the Secretariat for Security.  Since then she has received a number of calls and similar messages.  Pavón filed a complaint with the Office of the Director General of Criminal Investigations and the Public Prosecutor’s Office. As a news anchor, she usually reports police news and had recently interviewed persons connected to the teachers union and workers and business people about the negotiations on the minimum wage
. 

506. On May 19, 2010, Arturo Rendón Pineda, the owner of Radio La Voz de Occidente in Santa Rosa de Copán, and Manuel Gavarrete, a journalist with that media outlet (and director of the news program “Sucesos”), were both victims of a number of threatening telephone calls.  Thus, for example, on May 17, 2010, while the news program was being broadcast, they received three calls at the station threatening the life of the owner of the station and that of journalist Gavarrete and his family.  Rendón Pineda denounced that since the coup d’état, he and the journalists who work at his radio station have been the targets of serious acts of harassment, such as bursts of machinegun fire outside the station and at Rendón’s home.
 Gavarrete, for his part, complained that his wife had received a call warning her that her children would be killed unless her husband shut up.
  Rendón Pineda decided to file complaints with the Public Prosecutor’s Office and various civil society organizations.  According to Rendón Pineda, the harassment and the threats are because of the station’s editorial line, which was very critical of the June 28 coup d’état. The owner of La Voz de Occidente recalled that shortly before receiving the threatening phone calls, they had read an opinion piece over the air that had been published in the newspaper Tiempo in which questions were raised about the figures from the Supreme Electoral Tribunal on the November 2009 elections.
 
507. On June 3, 2010, members of a military and police contingent who planned to capture five leaders of the Zácate Grande Land Recovery and Titling Movement, appeared at the community radio station La Voz de Zácate Grande. According to the information received, the members of the security forces placed yellow tape reading “crime scene” on the door to the community radio station, supposedly for the purpose of preventing La Voz de Zácate Grande from broadcasting its programming.

508. According to the information received, on August 30, 2010, Radio Uno, located in San Pedro Sula, was reportedly sabotaged when the power lines feeding the station’s headquarters with electric power were cut.  At around 8:20 p.m., while the suppression of a teachers’ demonstration some days before was being discussed, the station was suddenly off the air.
  

509. On September 14, unidentified persons fired on Honduran journalist Luis Galdámez Álvarez. The communicator’s quick reaction foiled the attack.  The journalist heads up an opinion program on Radio Globo and has been critical of the June 28, 2009 coup d’état. Because of the death threats he had received, the IACHR granted precautionary measures for Luis Galdámez Álvarez on July 24, 2009.  However, when the measures were not properly implemented and the threats continued, on December 6, 2010 the IACHR requested provisional measures of the Inter-American Court.
 
510. Furthermore, according to information received, on September 15, 2010 security forces used teargas to break up a march and a concert organized by the San Pedro Sula Frente Nacional de Resistencia Popular, while the 189th anniversary of Honduran Independence was being celebrated.  During the course of the measures taken to repress the march and concert, the building housing Radio Uno was attacked and its employees assaulted.
  Once again, the Commission feels compelled to underscore the importance of observance of Principle 9 of the IACHR’s Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression.
4. Poor implementation of precautionary measures

511. In 2010, the Commission granted precautionary measures for 24 persons whose freedom of expression was threatened; most of the beneficiaries were journalists.
  In many cases, the measures included their immediate families. Nahúm Palacios, the journalist murdered on March 14, 2010, was under that protection at the time of his murder.  Both during the Commission’s visit in May 2010 and at the hearing on Mechanisms for implementation of precautionary measures in Honduras, held in Washington, D.C. on October 25, 2010, civil society organizations and the beneficiaries themselves described the enormous difficulties they had experienced in having the precautionary measures properly implemented.
 
512. The journalists’ mistrust of the police and the lack of an effective response by the authorities appear to be among the reasons for the inadequate implementation of these measures.
 The situation is compounded by the impunity that the perpetrators of crimes against media workers enjoy, a fact mentioned in preceding paragraphs. 

513. It is worthwhile noting that, thus far, the authorities’ response to the precautionary measures, when there has been a response, has consisted of offering to supply identification cards, patrols of homes, escorts to and from work, and personal guard services at night.
  However, some journalists said that they were very fearful of the police because of their association with the repression that followed the coup d’état and with groups having ties to organized crime.
  At the hearing the Commission held in October 2010, representatives of Honduran civil society observed that the State is clearly not committed to protecting journalists and media workers who are at risk, given that there are no proper risk assessments.  They also stated that the bodyguards the State provides are at the expense of the person being guarded (a cost of some 250 dollars weekly); that the patrols are stationed in urban areas and are not available in rural areas; that the telephone connections often don’t work and there are no personnel who specialize in or are trained in implementing protective measures.
   The State reported that a Human Rights Unit was created within the Secretariat of Security in March 2010, and is tasked with arriving at a consensus on, implementing and following up on protective measures. It also reported that a Human Rights Investigation Unit had been created within the Secretariat of Security, under the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights, and that in July 2010 the Working Group of the Inter-Institutional Commission on Human Rights had agreed that a “permanent staff” should be appointed. However it did not report whether those appointments had been made or where staffing was to be reinforced.  It also acknowledged that “in some instances, it is difficult to arrive at a consensus on the measures to be taken and how to implement them, but not necessarily for reasons attributable to the State.”  Among the difficulties mentioned, it cited the “uncooperative attitude on the part of the beneficiary” as the main problem, as well requests from beneficiaries that “exceed the national police’s authority, such as providing the beneficiaries with funds to hire private security services.”
  Finally, the State reported that the beneficiaries have to provide their bodyguards with meals since “the State is materially unable to get meals to all the places where bodyguards are posted.” It also rejected the claim that patrols only work in urban areas and observed that it does not have the funds to pay for private guard services.
 
514. The lives of journalists and social communicators in Honduras are fraught with peril.  The crimes committed against journalists in 2010 demand efficient and effective responses.  It is imperative that the State set up special, independent investigative bodies and protocols, and specialized mechanisms of protection that are effective, stronger and arranged with the journalists themselves.  Principle 9 of the IACHR’s Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression is particularly relevant here.  
4.
Investigations into shutdowns of media outlets 

515. On June 28, 2009, Channel 36 was taken over by the Armed Forces and was off the air until July 4, when it resumed operation after the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights intervened.  The transmission towers of Radio Globo and Radio La Catracha, located in the area of Cerro Cantagallo, were taken over.
  
516. According to the information compiled, on the morning of June 28, 2009 Army Lieutenant Colonel José Arnulfo Jiménez took over the facilities of Channel 36, while Army Lieutenant Darvin Ismael Ardón took control of the Radio Globo and Radio la Catracha transmitters.
  Both were charged with the crimes of “destroying or damaging the telecommunications service” and “abuse of authority.”  In the case, brought by the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights, the defendants argued that they had orders from superiors and had acted in compliance with an order from the Administrative Law Court which allegedly ordered confiscation of propaganda and other materials related to the so-called “fourth ballot box”.
 The two officers argued that they suspected that the two media outlets in question were housing such materials. As the defendants themselves acknowledged at the initial hearing, those materials were never found. However, the takeover of the Channel 36 building lasted eight days.  Judge Marta Murillo decided to dismiss the case on the grounds that the military had been following a legitimate order.
  The Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights filed an appeal on January 13, 2010.  According to the information received, the appeal had not yet been decided.
  However, on August 31, 2010, Judge Lilian Maldonado of the Multi-jurisdictional Courts of Francisco Morazán ruled that Lieutenant Colonel Jiménez was innocent of the charges that the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the victims’ attorneys had brought against him.
  
517. On June 28, 2009, Radio Juticalpa in the department of Olancho, and Radio Progreso in the department of Yoro were also taken over and forced to suspend broadcasting.  The Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights filed a formal request with the court seeking indictment of the military officers who led these actions.  In the case of the closing of Radio Juticalpa, while the lower court ordered that one of the accused members of the army be taken into custody, the Third Court of Appeals revoked that order and dropped the charges against the accused.
  In the case of the takeover of Radio Progress, the charges against the accused were dismissed.  As of the date of preparation of this report, the appeal filed by the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights had not been decided.
 
518. On September 28, 2009, the equipment of Channel 36, Radio La Catracha and Radio Globo was confiscated, making it impossible for them to go on air.  The equipment seizure was the result of a process instituted by CONATEL on the basis of decree PCM-M-016-2009, which had been issued just two days earlier.
  A number of different security forces took part in the operation, some of whom wore hoods.  In October, the State informed the IACHR that the equipment had been returned and that the stations had resumed normal broadcasting, since the decree authorizing the closing of those media outlets had been revoked.
 On December 15, 2009, the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights sought indictment of those members of CONATEL who had ordered confiscation of the media outlets’ equipment.  However, the request was denied: Judge Marta Murillo ordered that the charges against the CONATEL commissioners who had ordered this shutdown be dropped.
  The Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights filed an appeal to challenge the decision on April 15, 2010, but the appeal has still not been decided.

F.
Sectors of the population that have historically been marginalized and are the most vulnerable
519. Human rights violations take a particularly heavy toll on those sectors of the population that have historically been marginalized, discriminated and are the most vulnerable, such as the LGBT community, children, women and the indigenous and Garifuna peoples.
520. In its report on “Honduras: Human Rights and the Coup d’État,” the IACHR confirmed that the situation of the Garifuna people and members of the LGBT community had worsened with the coup d’état,
 and documented serious violations of women’s rights.

521. In the case of the LGTB community, during the visit on May, 2010, the IACHR received information indicating that the LGBT Community has taken a particularly hard hit since the coup d’état.  Similarly, at the Commission’s October 26, 2010 public hearing on “Hate crimes against members of the LGBT and impunity in Central America”, the Commission was informed of the serious consequences that the LGTB community suffered as a result of the institutional breakdown and the alteration of the democratic order.
 A number of its leaders have been murdered and others are in constant danger. 
522. Furthermore, the Commission has information about incidents involving threats, harassment or aggression committed against members of the LGTB community in 2010. In one particular case, the IACHR was told of an unsuccessful attempt against the life of Nohelia Flores Álvarez
 -a transsexual- on August 26, 2010.
  According to information supplied by the State, oral, public proceedings got underway before the Tegucigalpa Trial Court on August 24, 2010 for the crime of attempted murder.  The oral proceedings ended on September 8, 2010.  The Court convicted Armando Rodríguez Borjas of the attempted murder of Nohelia Flores Álvarez
. 
523. Representatives of the LGTB community of Honduras have told the Commission that since the coup d’état in Honduras, the impunity in the case of crimes committed against members of their community has increased, as the security forces alleged to be responsible for these offenses rely on the fact that no national authority will institute proceedings or launch investigations against them.
 
524. Given the context, the IACHR has granted multiple precautionary measures for members of the LGTB Community.  The Commission is calling upon the State to immediately investigate and solve the murder of Walter Trochez, who provided essential testimony to the Commission during its visit in August 2009.
525. The Commission has also received information on allegedly arbitrary detentions of transgender or transvestite persons as a result of enforcement of the Police and Social Coexistence Act, Decree No. 226-2001.  The Commission has been told that the law in question is a means to antagonize the transgender population in Honduras, as it purportedly gives the police the authority to “temporarily detain” –for up to 24 hours- persons who offend “decency, morals or goods customs”; such detentions can also be made on other grounds, thus enabling a subjective interpretation of the law’s enforcement.  According to the information received, in practice no order from a competent authority is required for detentions of this kind, even though the law does in fact require such an order.  The Commission has also been told that while in custody, these persons are victims of sexual violence, abuse and humiliation because of their sexual orientation.

526. On September 15, 2010, the Commission asked the State to supply information regarding the alleged acts of police violence and repression targeted at children and adolescents and that occurred during a series of demonstrations between July and August of 2010.  The Honduran State observed that there was no police repression against children and youth in Honduras, and that the unfortunate cases involving children were isolated incidents that were immediately addressed.  The Commission is nonetheless concerned that in the State’s own report there is an acknowledgement of police repression targeting students of one educational institution.
  The Commission learned of these events from the Honduran Children and Youth Human Rights Platform [Plataforma de Derechos Humanos de niñez y juventud en Honduras] which published a report on the most serious violations of the rights of children and adolescents that the State either causes or tolerates.

527. The information received in 2010 does not suggest that the situation of children and adolescents in Honduras is better than it was the previous year.  In effect, Honduran organizations reported various cases involving violent deaths and/or executions, abductions, arbitrary detentions, physical aggression, sexual violence and threats against children, adolescents and youth.
  According to what was reported, the acts of violence were allegedly intended to send an indirect message to the victims’ parents –who were said to be leaders or members of the resistance movement.

528. As previously observed, one of the most shocking cases in 2010 was that of Dara Gudliel, daughter of social communicator Enrique Gudiel
.
529. The Commission also has information to the effect that members of the National Police and Army had purportedly engaged in acts of repression and indiscriminate use of force against children, adolescents and youth in demonstrations staged by the resistance front.  It has also been informed of various cases in which children, adolescents or youth were arbitrarily detained.

530. Also, according to the information supplied by UNICEF and COIPRODEN (Coordinator of Private Institutions Protecting Children, Adolescents, Youth and Their Rights), the rights of children and adolescents have been severely affected, as their age makes them more vulnerable.  The figures supplied by the Honduran Children and Youth Human Rights Platform about the most serious violations of their rights either caused or tolerated by the State suggest that the number of violent deaths and/or executions did not decline in 2010.
 According to Casa Alianza, the violent deaths and/or executions of children and young people are alarming: 
The records of Honduras’ Casa Alianza on the violent deaths and/or executions of children and youth in the country during the various administrations show that from January 1998 to February 2010, a total of 5,265 children and youth under the age of 23 have been murdered.  Many of these killings have the characteristics and patterns typical of lawless systematic executions.
During the administration of former president Zelaya Rosales from February 2006 to June 28, 2009, and in the six-month regime of Micheletti Bain (June 29, 2009 to January 27, 2010) the statistics on violent deaths and/or executions were dramatic.  A total of 2228 children and young people under the age of 23 met violent deaths and/or executions, which was 252 more than the number killed and/or executed under the previous administration of former president Ricardo Maduro. By the end of his administration, a total 1976 children and young people under the age of 23 had been murdered. 

In February 2010, under the current administration of President Porfirio Lobo Sosa, a total of 42 persons under the age of 23 were murdered; of these, 16 victims (38%) were minors under the age of 18 (who, under our laws and Constitution, are classified as children).

531. At the end of the first half of 2010, the figures that Casa Alianza had compiled regarding the murders of children and youth continued to paint a very disturbing picture.  According to Casa Alianza, as of June, 383 children and youth under 23 years of age had been murdered; 104 of these were minors under the age of 18.

532. The Honduran State observes in this regard that in Tegucigalpa, cases involving the murder of children and youth are investigated by the Unit against Violent Deaths of Children, which is part of the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Children.  In San Pedro Sula, a Subunit for Investigation of Juvenile Deaths was created within the Office of the Prosecutor for Crimes against Life.  A total of 107 complaints were filed in Tegucigalpa in 2009; 14 cases went to trial which, when added to those filed in previous years in which criminal prosecution was pending, brings the total to 46.  Verdicts were obtained in nine cases, all of which were convictions.  The State goes on to say that “108 complaints were filed in 2010; of these, 36 are active cases, with a suspect in hand; 20 are cases in which an arrest warrant has been issued; another 51 cases are under investigation, and only one case has been dismissed.” It states that because of the limited human and economic resources, only Tegucigalpa, San Pedro Sula, Choluteca and La Ceiba have prosecutors devoted exclusively to cases involving children; the availability of judges and prosecutors who specialize in cases involving children continues to be a challenge nationwide.

533. As to the situation of women, in the report on Honduras:  Human Rights and the Coup d’état, the IACHR considered numerous testimonies revealing that when the demonstrations against the coup d’état were being repressed and in the unlawful detentions conducted, women became the victims of verbal assaults and sexual violence at the hands of the security forces.  Early in 2010, the Commission was particularly disturbed by the fact that on February 9, 2010, a young woman was abducted along with four members of her family.  In August 2009, this same young woman had complained that she had been raped by four police officers after being detained in a demonstration against the coup d’état. The kidnappers were said to have been seven heavily armed men dressed in military uniform, with their faces masked by balaclavas.  They forced the kidnap victims to walk into the mountains, where two of the women were raped; the third victim was robbed and threatened with death.  The two men were physically tortured.
  During the Commission’s May 2010 visit, the Public Prosecutor’s Office did not supply information on advancements in the investigation into these events.  During that same visit, the Commission received information indicating that women pursued or detained by security forces continue to be the victims of degrading treatment and are verbally and even sexually assaulted. 
534. The Commission is alarmed by the fact that some 223 women reportedly met violent deaths between January and August 2010.
  From the information received, many of the bodies of the murdered women had been left alongside roads,
 in a barrel,
 discarded in bags on the banks of the Río Blanco,
 raped and then executed
 or decapitated.
  The IACHR would remind the Government of Honduras that by virtue of the commitments it undertook with the American Convention and the Convention of Belém do Pará, it has an obligation to act with due diligence to prevent, investigate and punish acts of violence committed against women.  The Inter-American Court and the Commission have held that in cases of violence perpetrated against women, States have more than just the generic obligations contained in the American Convention; they also have a heightened obligation based on the Convention of Belém do Pará. The bodies of the Inter-Amercian System on Human Rights have established that Article 7 of the Convention of Belém do Pará establishes that the duty of the States to act with due diligence in cases of human rights violations has special meaning in the case of violence against women, because it encompasses the implementation of comprehensive measures to apply due diligence to prevent, investigate, punish and redress violations of women’s human rights and to avoid impunity.
  In effect, time and time again the IACHR has observed that the impunity that surrounds most acts of gender-based violence serves to perpetuate that form of violence.

535. The Commission was also told that the indigenous or Garifuna organizations that came out against the coup d’état continue to be the target of aggression and harassment.
536. Specifically, the Commission received information about threats and assaults against members of the Civic Council of the Grassroots Indigenous Organizations of Honduras (COPINH).
  The Commission was informed that at least six of its members have received death threats.
 Another member of the organization, Salvador Zúñiga, received more than just death threats; his home was fired at on three different cases.
  It was also reported that military vehicles had the homes, offices and radio stations of the COPINH organizers under constant surveillance. 
537. The murder of another member, Mr. Olayo Sorto, was particularly serious.  Killed by unidentified assailants on  May 18, 2010, Mr. Olayo Sorto was shot to death on the outskirts of Llano Grande (Colomoncagua, department of Intibucá).  According to reports, the crime was politically motivated and had to do with his work in the resistance movement.
 Information was also received concerning Néstor Ovidio Zúñiga –a member of COPINH and of the National Resistance- and brother of the Salvador Zúñiga director of the movement.  Néstor Ovidio Zúñiga died on October 24, 2010, three days after being run over by a motorcycle.
  Members of his family alleged that this was a murder and not an accident.
538. As for the situation of the Garifuna people, as previously noted an attempt was made on January 6, 2010, against the Faluma Bimetu (Coco Dulce) community radio station, which serves the Garifuna community of Triunfo de la Cruz.

539. Another report complained of the extremely heavy militarization of indigenous territories in southern Honduras.

540. The Commission was also informed that legislative measures had been adopted that would affect the ancestral rights of the Honduran indigenous peoples.  It was said that by legislative decree, the Honduran National Congress had reportedly granted 47 concessions for hydroelectric projects, most of which would be built on the ancestral territories of the Lenca Indigenous people of Honduras.  The affected communities were not consulted beforehand.
 
541. Social inequality in Honduras takes its harshest toll on the indigenous and Afro-descendant population.  According to the recent studies done under the United Nations Development Programme, poverty levels are significantly more severe among the indigenous and Afro-descendant population than among the rest of the population.
 

542. The Honduran State observes that “Indigenous and Afro-descendant peoples are not under any greater threat as a result of the June 2009 events, nor are efforts underfoot to dispossess them of their ancestral lands.”
 
1.
Situation in the Bajo Aguán

543. Furthermore, during its May, 2010 visit the IACHR received information about the situation of the Bajo Aguán, where there exists a long-standing land dispute between campesinos and business persons. 
544. As background information, during the visit the IACHR was informed that, since the month of December, 2009, the conflict intensified due to the militarization of the area. 
 In this regard, the Commission was informed that an agreement was signed on April 14, 2010, between the Honduran Government and the campesino organizations presumably affected, the purpose of which was to find a solution to the problem.
545. Nevertheless, during its follow-up visit, civil society informed the Commission of certain outrages alleged to have been committed against the campesino organizations and their members, both before and after the signing of the agreement, and related to the militarization of the conflict area.  However, in the meetings held with authorities from the Ministry of Defense and Security, the National Police, the Head of the Joint Chiefs of the Armed Forces of Honduras, the government representatives stated that the military forces in the area in question were subordinate to the civilian authority, which was the National Police, and that measures had allegedly been taken intended as social assistance.
546. Subsequent to that visit and throughout 2010, the Commission received information complaining of the persistent militarization within the conflict area, and the abuses and acts of aggression against members of the communities involved in the matter.

547. The Commission again expresses its concern over the involvement of the armed forces in matters related to citizen security; as such matters should be the exclusive purview of the civilian law enforcement.
   The Commission has previously observed that “the armed forces are not properly trained to deal with citizen security; hence the need for an efficient civilian police force, respectful of human rights and able to combat citizen insecurity, crime and violence on the domestic front.”
  It has similarly pointed out that “issues that have to do with citizen security are the exclusive purview of the civilian police force, which is to be [properly] organized and trained.”

548. In same line of thought, the IACHR is particularly troubled by the approval of Executive Decree PCM-014-2010, published in the Official Gazette of May 14, 2010.  Under this Executive Decree, the Secretariat of National Defense is instructed to provide cooperation “in the form of Armed Forces personnel and equipment that is strictly necessary, according to how each situation evolves, so that the National Police is able to efficiently and promptly perform the functions of restoring the peace and preventing, controlling and combating crime.”
 The Commission urges the Honduran authorities to review the content of that decree and to adjust it to conform to the international standards on the subject.
549. The Commission observes that based on the information received, 18 campesinos who are members of the Movimiento Unificado Campesino del Aguán –MUCA- have been murdered this year, presumably as a consequence of the territorial dispute: i) on January 31,Juan Ramón Mejía
; ii) on February 4, Francisco Montes and Isidro Cano –members of the Buenos Aires cooperative-
; iii) February 14, Feliciano Santos –a member of the 21 de julio cooperative-
; iv) March 17, José Antonio Cardoza and José Carias –leaders of the COHDEFOR Brisas cooperative-
; v) April 1, Miguel Ángel Alonso Oliva
; vi) April 7, José Leonel Álvarez Guerra
; vii) June 20, Oscar Geovanny Ramírez,, age 17 and a member of the EAC of the La Aurora cooperative
 ; viii) August 17, Víctor Manuel Mata Oliva, Sergio Magdiel Amaya and Rodving Omar Villegas (a child of 15)
; ix) September 10, Francisco Miranda Ortega
 and; x) November 15, Ignacio Reyes, Teodoro Acosta, Siriaco Muños, Raúl Castillo and José Luis Sauceda
.

550. The Commission would remind the State of its obligation to conduct an effective investigation, identify the individuals responsible for these acts, and take all measures necessary to guarantee the life and physical integrity of the people of that sector.  
551. In its observations, the Honduran State reported that the Secretariat of State for Security had created the operation called “Ensuring the Rule of Law” to find a solution to the conflict in the Bajo Aguán.  According to the State, the operation was allegedly conducted with absolute respect for human rights.  It also provided a description of the incidents that had allegedly necessitated the intervention of the Secretariat of State for Security, and a chronology of events purportedly dating back to the 1990s.     It said in this regard that “This [information] should describe the situation in the Bajo Aguan for the Commission and how the State’s activities to restore security in the area concluded.  The cases in which campesinos and security guards died are being investigated by the Public Prosecutor’s Office.”

2.
Situation in Zácate Grande

552. According to information circulated by Honduran civil society organizations, groups of civilians were reportedly harassing peasant groups from the “Puerto Grande” community in the Zácate Grande area, in southern Honduras.
  According to reports, on August 22, members of these civilian groups allegedly beat up campesinos from the area as the national police looked on but did nothing to intervene.  At least three members of the community were injured.  Other members of the community reportedly received death threats.

553. From the information received, these incidents were allegedly the result of the territorial dispute between the inhabitants who benefitted under a 2008 decree (18-2007
) intended to correct the problem of the tenure of campesino lands in Honduras, and a local businessman
 who disapproved of the decree.
H. Implementation of precautionary measures granted by the IACHR
554. In keeping with its obligations to promote and protect human rights, the Commission has, from June 28 onward continually observed and followed the human rights situation and has used precautionary measures
 and requests for information as a means to protect the human rights of thousands of persons. The IACHR has granted precautionary measures to protect the lives and safety of many people who were and/or are at risk.  Precautionary measure 196-09 was a procedure devised to address a variety of situations, all of which can be traced to the coup d’état in Honduras on June 28, 2009 and its aftermath.
555. The mechanism of precautionary measures granted by the Commission is one of the most effective instruments for protecting the work of human rights defenders and their rights in the inter-American system. Precautionary measures are an important working mechanism of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights that has contributed to saving numerous lives throughout the hemisphere.  Precautionary measures are issued in compliance with the Commission’s functions to promote and defend human rights, as set forth in Article 106 of the OAS Charter, Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights, and Article 18 of the Statute of the IACHR.  The juridical basis for precautionary measures is found in the obligation of States to respect and ensure the human rights of all persons subject to their jurisdiction, and the general practice of compliance with them on the part of the great majority of States is based on the existing understanding of their binding nature.

556. Since the in loco visit made in August 2009, the IACHR has received information from all affected sectors, pointing to the failings in the de facto authorities’ response vis-à-vis implementation of the precautionary measures and their resulting inefficacy for the protection of the human rights of the persons affected.  During the visit in May 2010, the IACHR received information from the beneficiaries of the precautionary measures and from the government bodies charged with implementing the measures and investigating the factors that necessitated precautionary measures.  It found that the problems had not changed to any significant degree. The IACHR received reports indicating that the mechanism for inter-institutional coordination to implement the precautionary measures is ineffective.
557. As happened during the 2009 visit,
 the Commission was told that on May 5, 2010 –just days prior to the Commission’s visit- the Secretariat for Security had published an announcement in at least three newspapers with nationwide circulation, in which it summoned the beneficiaries of the IACHR’s precautionary measures to a meeting.  The announcement reads as follows:

REPUBLIC OF HONDURAS

SECRETARIAT FOR SECURITY

ANNOUNCEMENT

All persons who are the beneficiaries of the precautionary measures granted by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights are hereby summoned to a meeting whose main purpose is to verify compliance with the resolutions issued by the above-named Commission, and to review the status and adaptation of those measures where necessary, […]

558. The IACHR was able to establish that the efforts the State made to implement the precautionary measures have been few, late in coming, inadequate and in some cases nonexistent.  As for the response to the above mentioned summons from the Secretariat for Security, both the State authorities and the beneficiaries of the precautionary measures granted by the IACHR reported that the authorities’ response to the precautionary measures, when there has been a response, has consisted in offering to supply identification cards, patrols of homes, escorts to and from work, and personal guard services at night. The Commission also received testimony to the effect that some beneficiaries of precautionary measures are afraid to receive any protection from the very persons they regard as the aggressors.
559. The IACHR ordered 14 precautionary measures in 2010.  Of these, seven are amplifications of MC 196-09 HO benefiting persons who are at risk for having taken part in measures to protest the coup d’état or for their criticism of the current administration.
  Other precautionary measures were ordered to protect the lives and personal integrity of journalists, human rights defenders, student activists and activists in the resistance.  One precautionary measure concerned the members of “Cattrachas,” a nongovernmental organization working for the rights of lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender persons and intersexuals (LGBTI)
.
560. Most of the perils that the beneficiaries of 2009 and 2010 precautionary measures reported involved multiple threats by text messaging, telephone calls, personal threats or shots fired at the door to the home of the persons being intimidated.  There was even a case in which someone’s car was stopped and the person threatened with death because of her involvement in the Resistance.  
561. Another common denominator in the situation of the beneficiaries of the precautionary measures that Honduras was asked to take has to do with the lack of any progress in the investigations into their cases, as a means to remove the risks that were the reason why the precautionary measures were granted.  In every case, the State has responded by saying that the majority of the investigations are still in their preliminary phase; it has provided no further information on the matter.  Given this fact, the Commission is concerned that the failure to effectively implement the precautionary measures and to prosecute a diligent investigation might result in further loss of life or acts or aggression.  Episodes like the March 14, 2010 murder of journalist Nahúm Palacios, news director at El Aguán Television Channel 5 in the city of Tocoa, and the attempted murder of Luis Galdámez Álvarez on September 14, 2010,
 are particularly serious, since both victims should have been under special protection as the Commission had granted precautionary measures for them on July 24, 2009.

562. Al In this regard, the State must provide the Inter-Institutional Human Rights Commission –charged with internal coordination of these matters- with the proper staff and sufficient resources so that it can efficiently respond to the Commission’s precautionary measures and the provisional measures ordered by the Inter-American Court.
563. The mechanism of precautionary measures granted by the Commission, when properly implemented, is one of the most effective instruments for protecting the work of human rights defenders and their rights in the inter-American system.  Like the provisional measures granted by the Inter-American Court, precautionary measures act as a safeguard in terms of preserving a legal situation vis-à-vis the exercise of jurisdiction by the Commission; they also serve a “protective function” in the sense of preserving the exercise of the human rights recognized in the provisions of the inter-American system and preventing irreparable harm to persons in serious and urgent situations. In practice, precautionary and provisional measures have been recognized by the member states of the OAS, the individuals who use the system, and the human rights community as a whole as an important tool for protecting human rights in the inter-American system.

564. Therefore, the IACHR urges the Honduran State to comply effectively and as soon as possible with each precautionary measure granted by the Commission. The State has a duty to protect the country’s inhabitants, especially those who for one reason or another find themselves in a situation of particular risk.
565. In its observations of February 18, 2011, the State asserts that with the majority of the precautionary measures granted by the Commission, a consensus is reached with the beneficiaries and the measures themselves are fully complied with, especially those ordered for human rights defenders, the LGBT community and the Garifuna Communities.
   The State’s assertions notwithstanding, the information received indicates that the steps taken to comply with the precautionary measures have been isolated and inadequate to the task of dealing with the perils that the beneficiaries face; in some cases, beneficiaries have been murdered, while in others they have been harassed.  As was pointed out, the Commission therefore turned to the Court to request provisional measures for two beneficiaries.  It should also be noted that the authorities’ response to the precautionary measures, when there was one, has been to offer to provide identification cards, home patrolling, escorts to and from work, and night guards. Nevertheless, some beneficiaries said they were afraid of the police because of the latter’s ties to the repressive machinery associated with the coup d’état and groups associated with organized crime. 
H.
Impunity
566. The Commission observes that the impunity for human rights violations confirmed by the IACHR
 and by the treaty-based bodies and special procedures of the United Nations, including the Office of the United Nations High Commission for Human Rights,
 persists.
567. The Inter-American Court has defined impunity as follows:

the lack of investigation, pursuit, arrest, prosecution, and conviction of those responsible for human rights violations. To fulfill this obligation, the State has to fight impunity through all legal means available, given that it is conducive to chronic repetition of the human rights violations and total defenselessness of the victims and their next of kin. Likewise, the State has to organize its governmental apparatus and, in general, all structures through which public power is exercised, so as to legally ensure the free and full exercise of human rights.

568. Impunity constitutes non-compliance with the State’s duty that is harmful to the victim, his or her next of kin and society as a whole, as impunity fosters chronic recidivism of human rights violations and total defenselessness of victims and their relatives.
 To prevent impunity, the State has the obligation, by virtue of Article 1 of the American Convention, to respect and ensure the rights recognized therein: 

The State is obligated to investigate every situation involving a violation of the rights protected by the Convention.  If the State apparatus acts in such a way that the violation goes unpunished and the victim’s full enjoyment of such rights is not restored as soon as possible, the State has failed to comply with its duty to ensure the free and full exercise of those rights to the persons within its jurisdiction.  The same is true when the State allows private persons or groups to act freely and with impunity to the detriment of the rights recognized by the Convention.

569. Under the American Convention on Human Rights, which Honduras ratified in 1977, the State has an international obligation to prevent human rights violations; should they occur, the State has an obligation to investigate them and prosecute and punish those responsible.  During the coup d’état, the de facto authorities and the Supreme Court systematically denied the existence of human rights violations, which resulted in inaction and tolerance that enabled these violations to be repeated with impunity.
570. As the Commission found during its May 2010 visit, the human rights violations persist, as does the impunity.  From what the Commission observed, the situation is due to a number of factors.  The authorities charged with investigating, prosecuting and punishing the guilty continue to systematically deny the existence of human rights violations, which has resulted in inaction, tolerance and even dismissal of any charges against those who carried out the coup d’état and the aforementioned violations.
571. According to the information received, the Supreme Court’s decisions 
  are a factor enabling human rights violations to go unpunished and thereby weaken the rule of law on issues vital to the investigation and prosecution of human rights violations committed in the context of the coup d’état.  Specifically, the Commission has observed the role that the Supreme Court played during and after the coup d’état, in rulings such as the acquittal of military personnel accused of participating in the coup and the Court’s role in the dismissal of the judges and magistrates who sought to avoid the coup by democratic means.
572. Here again, the State underscores the limited human, economic and technological resources that the authorities have available to investigate all the situations reported, “which in many cases are well beyond their means but not because of any policy altogether denying the commission of crimes, whatever their type.”

1.
Acquittal of military personnel accused of participating in the coup d’état 
573. The Commission observes in this regard that the courts have ordered definitive dismissal of cases against persons who fostered, promoted and enabled the coup d’état or who committed crimes during the coup.  On January 6, 2010, the Public Prosecutor’s Office brought charges against the Military High-Command composed at the time of the head and deputy head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, generals Romeo Vásquez and Venancio Cervantes. It also included the heads of the Army, General Miguel Ángel García Padgett; of the Air Force, General Luis Javier Prince; of the Navy, Rear Admiral Juan Pablo Rodríguez, and the Inspector General of the Armed Forces, General Carlos Cuéllar Castillo.
  The Public Prosecutor’s Office deemed that a crime had been committed in the order to expatriate Zelaya to Costa Rica after the coup d’état.  The military chiefs were also accused of noncompliance with the court order to hand over the former president to the competent authority. 

574. On January 26, 2010, hours before Porfirio Lobo was sworn in as Honduras’ new President, the special judge and President of the Supreme Court, Jorge Rivera, dismissed the charges against the accused military chiefs. The decision stated that “In the present hearing, the party bringing the charges has failed to show that the accused willfully engaged in malicious acts that are punishable offenses; in the absence of the element of malicious intent, the actions cannot be classified as crimes.  Therefore, while there is a reasonable presumption, which the accused have acknowledged, that they are responsible for the acts that the Public Prosecutor’s Office has classified as criminal offenses, given the absence of malicious intent, the commission of crimes cannot be fully proven, with the result that no order for imprisonment can be issued.  Furthermore, since none of the actions can be classified as a crime, the proper course of action is to order definitive dismissal of the charges.”
  On February 18, 2010, the Court of Appeals, composed of three magistrates of the Supreme Court, confirmed the definitive dismissal of charges against the military chiefs.
2. 
Other cases involving human rights violations committed in the context of the coup d’état
575. Regarding other cases involving human rights violations committed in the context of the 2009 coup d’état, during its May 2010 visit the Commission was informed that one person was in prison for human rights violations.  Another 12 had been indicted but the proceedings in those cases were making no headway for a number of reasons, among them the fact that the various State agencies had failed to conduct the necessary investigations, specifically the law enforcement agencies charged with conducting investigations.  Subsequently, information was received to the effect that in November 2010, the number of military, police and civilian officials against whom the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights had filed criminal charges –for crimes like murder, torture, rape, unlawful arrest, abuses of authority and crimes against the media- came to a total of 22.
 
576. The Commission was also informed that lower court judges had ordered dismissal of the cases that the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights
 brought against military authorities for abuse of authority, vandalism and crimes against the media committed in the context of the coup d’état. Decisions on the appeals filed by the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights are pending.   
577. According to the information compiled during the May 2010 visit, both from State authorities and from civil society, the measures undertaken to investigate human rights violations committed in the context of the coup d’état have been inadequate.  The Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights made public a document titled “Complaints of human rights violations subsequent to the events of June 28, 2009, in which the accused are members of the Armed Forces, law enforcement or the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation.”
  That document reveals that various proceedings have been conducted, yet only one person is incarcerated for violations of human rights and only 12 have been indicted. 

578. The Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights suggested that the problem was a lack of institutional resources, which in itself is an obstacle for investigations.  She also suggested another problem, which was a lack of the kind of cooperation from other State authorities that would enable a proper investigation of the facts denounced.
579. Furthermore, the Commission observed that in this context of impunity, there is no proceeding calculated to ensure a public and transparent procedure for the selection and election of candidates for high positions within the system for the administration of justice.  Although some officials in the justice system may want to conduct a proper investigation, they do not have the necessary means because the National Police, which is in charge of criminal investigation, has neither the capacity nor the preparation needed, and corruption is said to be rampant within its ranks.
580. Since its visit, the Commission has learned of complaints filed seeking investigations of human rights violations committed in the context of the coup d’état.
 

581. Reports are that in the vast majority of cases (98.2%) in which children were executed or met violent deaths, the identity of the responsible party has still not been established.


I.
Amnesty
582. The Amnesty Decree was approved by the Honduran National Congress on January 26, 2010 and signed by President Porfirio Lobo on January 27, 2010, immediately upon taking office.
 The decree was published in the Official Gazette on February 2, 2010, and entered into force on February 22 of that year.
 
583. On February 3, 2010, the IACHR issued press release 14/10
 where it observed with concern that the Amnesty Decree approved by the Honduran Congress on January 26, 2010, contained concepts that were either confusing or ambiguous.
584. The Commission observed the doctrinaire reference made to political crimes, the amnesty for conduct of a terrorist nature, and the inclusion of the concept of abuse of authority with no indication of its scope. Although the text contemplates certain exceptions in terms of human rights violations, the language is ambiguous, and the decree does not establish precise criteria or concrete mechanisms for its application.
585. The Commission is again calling upon the authorities to review the decree, having regard to the State’s obligations under international treaties and, in particular, its obligation to investigate and punish serious violations of human rights.
586. During the Commission’s May 2010 visit, it was told that at the time, the decree in question was not being applied. 
587. As stated, the State reiterates that the Amnesty Decree is not ambiguous.

J.
Truth and Reconciliation Commission
588. On October 30, 2009, during the Guaymuras dialogue to resolve the political crisis in Honduras, representatives of then President Zelaya and the de facto authorities signed the Tegucigalpa/San José Accord
 for national reconciliation and strengthening of democracy in Honduras.  Under that accord, a Truth Commission was to be constituted in the first half of 2010.  The agreement signed by Porfirio Lobo and the President of the Dominican Republic, Leonel Fernández
 on January 20, 2010, urged that international cooperation be provided to ensure that the commitments undertaken in that regard would be fulfilled, one of which was the Truth Commission
589. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (CVR) was created by executive decree PCM-011-2010, dated April 13, 2010.  The executive decree provided that the purpose of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission would be “clarify the events that occurred before and after June 28, 2009, in order to identify the factors that led to the crisis and provide the Honduran people with the information they need to ensure that these events will not be repeated.”

590. Truth and reconciliation commissions have been of enormous importance in many countries of the region.  However, given the purpose established in the decree creating the Honduran CVR, the Commission is reminded that the right to know the truth in cases of serious human rights violations, and the right to know the identity of those who had a hand in those violations, is an obligation that every State party to the American Convention must honor, both with respect to the relatives of the victims and with respect to society in general. Public acknowledgment by identifying the victims and the events that affected their lives, their freedom and their security, is a necessary point of departure on the road to reconciliation.
591. The IACHR has been supportive of Truth Commissions in the various countries of the hemisphere in which they have been created and to the extent that they represent a suitable mechanism for ensuring the right to the truth. The Commission has held that:

The right possessed by all persons and by society to have means of satisfaction and guarantees that the acts will not be repeated, of knowing the full, complete, and public truth on incidents which have occurred, their specific circumstances, and who participated in them, are part of the right to reparation for violations of human rights. The right of a society to know, in full, its past is not only to be found in the methods of reparation and elucidation of the incidents which have occurred, but in the objective of preventing future violations.

592. The IACHR has written that the right to the truth is also related to Article 25 of the Convention, which establishes the right to a simple and prompt recourse for protection of the rights recognized in the Convention.
   The presence of factual or legal impediments (such as the amnesty law or domestic laws governing access to information) to accessing and obtaining important information pertaining to the facts and circumstances surrounding the violation of a fundamental right, constitutes a blatant violation of the right recognized in Article 25, and prevents one from having the remedies under domestic law that allow judicial protection of the basic rights established in the Convention, the Constitution and the laws.
  

593. The CVR in Honduras launched its operations on May 4, 2010.  Over the course of the year, the CVR received information from different civil society organizations, media and State institutions,
 most of whom supported the coup d’état.
  Specifically, it received information from: the Supreme Court of Justice; the Public Prosecutor’s Office;
 the Supreme Electoral Tribunal;
 the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights;
 the Superior Court of Accounts;
 the Unión Cívica Democrática;
  de facto head of government Roberto Michelleti;
 and the former head of the Joint Chiefs, General Romeo Vázquez Velázquez. The CVR reportedly also visited 14 of the 18 departments in Honduras,
 including: Comayagua, Atlántida and Cortés;
 Santa Bárbara, Santa Rosa de Copan, Ocotepeque, Intibucá and Lempira;
 Olancho
 and El Paraíso.
 According to the information reported on its official web page, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission will publish its Final Report in March 2011.
 
594. It is vital that the CVR have sufficient resources, personnel and independence to do its work effectively.  It is also essential that its rules of procedure, work plan and methodology make the investigation of complaints of human rights violations alleged to have occurred in the context of the coup d’état the centerpiece of the CVR’s mission.   The IACHR will closely follow the work of the CVR.
595. Regardless of what actions the CVR ultimately takes, they will not relieve the State of its international responsibility to investigate, prosecute and punish, through the courts, any State agents who have committed human rights violations. 
596. The Commission should point out that since its visit, the CVR has reportedly been investigating the conduct of the military personnel in the context of the coup d’état.
 The Commission will follow the CVR’s activities closely, especially the actions taken to investigate, prosecute and punish those responsible for human rights violations and to redress the victims.
1.
The alternative Commission: “Truth Commission”

597. The “Truth Commission” was established on June 28, 2010, promoted by the Human Rights Platform.
  This Commission has the support of the FNRP.
 

598. The alternative Commission is composed of 10 national and international members.  Its mandates are, inter alia, i) to investigate and prove the human rights violations that occurred since the June 28, 2009 coup d’état, and any human rights violations committed until its mandate ends, while identifying, wherever possible, the persons and institutions responsible; ii) to investigate and establish the patterns of aggression and persecution to which human rights defenders and social leaders have been subjected, identifying the actors and institutions responsible; and iii) to prepare a report to be circulated within Honduras and abroad.
  According to public reports, the “Truth Commission” will present its report in the second half of 2011, which is when it will be holding its final sessions.
  As for the documentation that will be compiled for those purposes, the media reported that none of the information will be confidential, as it “will disclose all information concerning violations to the National and International Communities and nothing will be held back.”
 

III.
RULE OF LAW: PROGRESS AND CHALLENGES
599. In April 2010, Mrs. Ana Pineda was sworn in as advisor to the President in the area of human rights, with the rank of Minister.  In May 2010, the Commission had a meeting with Mrs. Pineda, who said that while the levels of aggressiveness and hostility among those who oppose the coup d’état and among those who support it, were less than what they had been during the de facto government, the country was still polarized.  She underscored the fact that while there were no systematic human rights violations, the main problem was the high rate of impunity.  She stressed the need for more professional investigations and observed that if possible, the investigative body (the police), which is under the Secretariat of Security, should again be placed under the Public Prosecutor’s Office.
600. In this effort to restore democratic institutions, the Commission observes with concern that high-ranking Army officers or former members of the Army against whom complaints were brought for their participation in the coup d’état, are occupying executive positions in government offices under the administration of Porfirio Lobo. Thus, Division General Venancio Cervantes is Director General of the Bureau of Immigration and Alien Affairs (he was Deputy Head of the Joint Chiefs at the time of the coup d’état); Brigade General Manuel Enrique Cáceres is Director of Civil Aeronautics; former General  Nelson Wily Mejía is in charge of the Bureau of the Merchant Marine, and former General Romeo Vásquez Velásquez is manager of the Honduran Telecommunications Company (Hondutel) (he was Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces at the time of the coup d’état).
601. On the other hand, the Commission is grateful for the letter that President Lobo sent to OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza on May 12, 2010, extending an open invitation for the inter-American system for the protection of human rights -in the form of its organs, especially the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights- to conduct official visits to Honduras whenever they deem such visits pertinent
602. The Commission acknowledges the Honduran State’s recent effort to strengthen its institutions whose mission is to protect human rights.  In a letter addressed to the OAS Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, the then Minister Advisor in Human Rights, Mrs. Ana Pineda, reported that a Human Rights Unit had been established under the Secretariat of Security; she also reported that a unit to investigate human rights violations had been created within the Public Prosecutor’s Office.
 
603. The Commission has also been informed that the Honduran State has created a Secretariat for Justice and Human Rights 
 and that Mrs. Ana Pineda has been appointed to head it.
  Also, during its May 2010 visit, the IACHR was informed that the Supreme Court had created a “Human Rights Program” whose purpose was to “ensure and confirm that every person, whether aggrieved or accused in connection with the collective history lived before, during and after June 28, 2009, is able to once and for all settle his or her legal problems.” 
  The Commission also notes that in October 2010, the National Congress amended articles 28 and 29 of the General Public Administration Act, thereby paving the way for the creation of the Secretariat for Development of Honduran Indigenous Peoples and Afro-Descendants and Policies on Racial Equality.
604. The Commission observes that the efforts made in this attempt at institutional normalization have been inadequate.  Minister Pineda herself acknowledges that the major problem is the large number of violations that go unpunished in Honduras. As was pointed out, this impunity problem has not changed and serious violations committed in the context of the 2009 coup d’état have still not been investigated and those responsible have not been prosecuted and punished.
605. In its observations, the State asserts that the Government of Unity and Reconciliation included members of differing political parties; it created and strengthened institutions to protect human rights and undertook other initiatives such as the formation of the National Committee of the National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture and Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in order to be in full compliance with the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and its Optional Protocol.  It also points out that President Porfirio Lobo sent an open invitation to the OAS Secretary General for the inter-American system, particularly the IACHR, to be able to make official visits to Honduras when it deems such visits necessary.  On the question of impunity, the State adds that it submitted a proposal to the international system to consider the creation of an Anti-Impunity Commission in Honduras.
 

IV.
RECOMMENDATIONS
606. In light of the preceding analysis and considering the in loco visit made in August 2009, the report on Honduras: Human Rights and the Coup d’état,  the visit made in May 2010 and the Commission’s follow-up of the human rights situation in Honduras since the coup d’état on June 28, 2009, the Commission formulates the following recommendations to the Honduran State:
1. Ensure that the system for the administration of justice affords everyone effective access to justice.
2. Investigate, try and punish those responsible for human rights violations.
3. Prevent illegal groups from acting outside the law with impunity. In particular, the State has the duty to disband armed civilian groups that might be operating outside the law and to punish the unlawful actions they commit, in order to prevent the recurrence of acts of violence in the future.
4. Prevent the murders, threats and intimidations against human rights defenders, journalists, social communicators and social leaders by properly and efficiently implementing the precautionary measures that the Commission grants.
5. Conduct immediate investigations, run by independent, specialized bodies, which clarify the facts and determine whether the murders of human rights defenders, journalists, social communicators and members of the resistance were related to the practice of their professions or to the context of the coup d’état. Also, prosecute and convict those responsible for these murders. 
6. Redress the victims of human rights violations. 
7. Provide the Inter-institutional Human Rights Commission with adequate personnel, support and sufficient resources so that it is able to respond to and implement efficiently the precautionary measures granted by the Commission.
8. Guarantee the conditions necessary so that defenders of human rights and labor rights are able to engage in their activities freely, and refrain from taking any action or adopting any legislation that might limit or obstruct their work.  
9. Enhance the security and safety of the citizenry and order the Armed Forces and military intelligence units to refrain from any participation in citizen security activities; when exceptional situations arise, the military units shall be subordinate to the civilian authority.
10. Order the necessary measures so that female victims of violence have full access to adequate judicial protection, and adopt the legal, judicial and other mechanisms necessary to investigate complaints of violence against women, punish those responsible and compensate the victims.
11. Order the necessary measures to protect those sectors of the Honduran population that have been traditionally marginalized and more vulnerable, such as children, the LGBT community, women, the indigenous peoples and the Garifuna people.
12. Ensure that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission investigates complaints of human rights violations that occurred in the context of the coup d’état.
607. As for the recommendations of ICHR, the State suggests that some of the recommendations should be changed because: 1) the creation of the Council of the Judiciary is on the verge of materializing and will improve the performance of the Judicial Branch; 2) despite the increase in common crime, all the complaints are investigated, whether or not they are related to human rights violations.  Still, there are human, economic and technological limitations; therefore the international community’s support is being enlisted to strengthen investigative processes and procedures; 3)  the precautionary measures are arrived at by consensus and implemented as best possible with the resources that the State is able to provide; 4) human rights defenders are not targets of State persecution; 5) the number of police available to protect the citizenry is on the decline because of the police services that have to be devoted to guarding beneficiaries of precautionary measures; 6) by law, the armed forces can assist in the work of maintaining security and domestic public order, but are always under the command of the civilian authority; 7) the Truth and Reconciliation Commission performs its functions in accordance with the law and has the full support of the institutions of the State to enable it to discharge its mission.

� Given the number of complaints, on June 28, 2009 the Commission granted � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/medidas/2010.eng.htm" ��precautionary measure 196-09� for Honduran Minister of Foreign Affairs Patricia Rodas; it also requested information on other persons.  Precautionary measure 196-09 has been amplified numerous times. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Basicos/English/Basic3.American%20Convention.htm" ��American Convention on Human Rights�.  Article 41: The main function of the Commission shall be to promote respect for and defense of human rights. In the exercise of its mandate, it shall have the following functions and powers: d.    to request the governments of the member states to supply it with information on the measures adopted by them in matters of human rights.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Basicos/English/Basic11.Disappearance.htm" ��Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons�, Article XIV: [W]hen the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights receives a petition or communication regarding an alleged forced disappearance, its Executive Secretariat shall urgently and confidentially address the respective government, and shall request that government to provide as soon as possible information as to the whereabouts of the allegedly disappeared person together with any other information it considers pertinent, and such request shall be without prejudice as to the admissibility of the petition.


�  During its visits, the Commission was accorded the courtesies necessary for it to perform its mission and, at the appropriate time, expressed its appreciation to the representatives of the State, civil society organizations and international agencies for the information and collaboration it had received.


� In its observations on the Commission’s 2010 Annual Report, the Honduran State rejected the IACHR’s assertion that “since the 2009 coup d’état violations of its people’s human rights have become worse, because it is simply not the case; no mention is made of the policies, programs, projects and measures introduced and the institutions created by the Honduran State in 2010 for the purpose of preventing, promoting and protecting human rights.  The international community was informed of those measures during the Universal Periodic Review held in Geneva, Switzerland in November 2010; those efforts have been recognized by the United Nations and its member states. The exception is the Organization of American States (OAS), where the resolution to exclude the State of Honduras from that regional organization is still in effect, even though it had supported the Tegucigalpa-San José Accord.” In Observations of the State of Honduras on the Draft “General Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Honduras,” Memorandum No. SP-A-13-2011 of February 18, 2011, p. 2.


� The State suggested that the Commission use the verb “establish” [constatar] rather than using the expression “received complaints” [recibió denuncias]; the State observed that the report has an accusatory tone that denies Honduras its right of defense.  Its contention was that this attitude would detract from the credibility of the Commission’s impartiality.  In Observations of the State of Honduras on the Draft “General Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Honduras,” Memorandum No. SP-A-13-2011 of February 18, 2011, p. 1. 


� IACHR, Press Release 60/09: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/60-10eng.htm" ��IACHR presents preliminary observations on its visit to Honduras,� August 21, 2009.  


� IACHR, Press Release 5/10: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/3-10eng.htm" ��IACHR Publishes Report on Honduras�, January 20, 2010.  See Report: Honduras: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/countryrep/Honduras09eng/Toc.htm" ��Human Rights and Coup D’état�. 


� IACHR, Press Release 54/10: IACHR � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/54-10eng.htm" ��Expresses Concern about Human Rights Violations at the Conclusion of its Visit�, May 19, 2010.  Released at a press conference that IACHR President Felipe González and Executive Secretary Santiago A. Canton held in Tegucigalpa. 


� IACHR, Press Release 59/10: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/59-10eng.htm" ��IACHR Publishes Observations on Follow-up Visit to Honduras�, June 7, 2010.


� IACHR, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/countryrep/Honduras10eng/Honduras10TOC.eng.htm" ��Preliminary Observations � of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on Its Visit to Honduras, May 15 to 18, 2010. 


� The IACHR granted the following precautionary measures during 2010: MC 196/09 – Amplification granted January 8  for Mr.Marvin Emilio Hernández Duarte and his immediate family; MC 196/09 – Amplification granted January 19 for the nuclear family of Rasel Antonio Tome; MC 196/09 – Amplification granted January 22 for Gilberto Vides and his nuclear family; MC 18/10, granted on January 29 for Indyra Mendoza Aguilar, Nohelia Flores Álvarez (Noel Eduardo Flores Álvarez), Fátima Maritza Ulloa Becerra and Ana Lourdes Ordóñez; MC 196/09 – Amplification granted on February 12 for Anselmo Romero Ulloa and María Brígida Ulloa Hernández; MC 38/10 granted February 25 for Manuel de Jesús Varela Murillo, Ricardo Antonio Rodríguez and their families; MC 91/10, granted March 19 for Pedro Brizuela, Mateo Enrique García Castillo and their immediate families; MC 95/10, granted March 24 for X –whose identity the Commission is withholding because he is a minor- and his family;; MC 196/09- Amplification, granted on April 13 for Rebeca Ethel Becerra Lanza and daughters; MC 196/09 – Amplification, granted on May 3, for Inmer Genaro Chévez and Lucy Mendoza; MC 196/09 – Amplification, granted June 2 for Karla Patricia Rivas Sánchez, José Pablo Peraza Chávez, Rita Suyapa Santamaría Velásquez, Alfredo Bográn, Lolany Mariela Pérez Parada, Rommel Alexander Gómez, Lesly Castro, José Domingo Miranda, Héctor Hernández, Víctor Emilio Borjas, Leticia Castellanos and Pablo Ordóñez; MC 180/10, granted June 21 for Juan Ramón Flores; MC 194/10, granted July 2 for Carolina Pineda, José Luis Baquedano and Delvid Ixcel Sánchez Ávila; and MC 221/10, granted July 22 for Edwin Róbelo Espinal. Available at “� HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/medidas/2010.eng.htm" ��Precautionary Measures Granted by the Commission during 2010�”.


� In 2010, the requests seeking information from the Honduran State under Article 41 of the Convention were the following:  1) March 11, request for information concerning serious acts of violence committed against members of the Frente Nacional de Resistencia Popular or their children –such as alleged murders, kidnappings, rapes, arbitrary detentions, assaults and persecution-; 2) May 28: request for information concerning the situation of judges and magistrates subject to disciplinary proceedings; 3) September 15: request for information concerning alleged acts of police repression said to have been committed against children and youth, and 4) September 28: request for information on the situation of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights, Sandra Ponce.


� In 2010, the IACHR requested information pursuant to Article XIV of the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons on three occasions: 1) July 2, when it requested information concerning the whereabouts of Ana Gira Morales, Maribel Morales, Edgardo Cruz Morales, Roberto Orlando Suárez and Uria Josué Fonseca; 2) October 6, when it requested information on the whereabouts of Javier Emilio Mejía Morazán, and 3) November 29, when it requested information on the situation of José Luis Sauceda and Noé Pérez.


� IACHR, Press Releases in 2010 on Honduras:  Press release R2/10 – � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=778&lID=1" ��Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Expresses Concern at the Attack Suffered by a Community Radio Station in Honduras�.  January 11, 2010; Press release 5/10 - � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/3-10eng.htm" ��Iachr  publishes report on Honduras�. January 20, 2010; Press release 14/10 - � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/14-10eng.htm" ��IACHR Expresses Concern About Amnesty Decree in Honduras�. February 3, 2010; Press release R24/10 – � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=785&lID=1" ��Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Condemns Murder of Journalist in Honduras�. March 5, 2010; Press release 26/10 - � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/26-10eng.htm" ��IACHR Deplores Murders, Kidnappings and Attacks in Honduras�. March 8, 2010; Press release R29/10 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=787&lID=1"��Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Condemns Murder of Journalist in Honduras. �March 15, 2010; Press release 31/10 – �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/31-10eng.htm"��IACHR Deplores Murder of Journalist in Honduras�. March 16, 2010; Press release R45/10 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/Relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=798&lID=1"��Special Rapporteurship Concerned about the Latest Murder of Journalist in  Honduras�. April 22, 2010; Press release 53/10 -   � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/53-10eng.htm" ��IACHR Announces Visit to Honduras.� May 13, 2010; Press release 54/10 – �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/54-10eng.htm"��IACHR Expresses Concern about Human Rights Violations in Honduras at the Conclusion of Its Visit.�  May 19, 2010; Press release 59/10 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/59-10eng.htm"��IACHR Publishes Observations on its Follow-Up Visit to Honduras�. June 7, 2010; Press release R62/10 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=801&lID=1"��Office of the Special Rapporteur Expresses Concern at the latest Murder and Vulnerability of the Media in Honduras�. June 16, 2010; Press release R85/10 – �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=814&lID=1"��Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Condemns Latest Murder of Journalist in Honduras�. August 26, 2010, and Press release R96/10 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=820&lID=1"��Office of the Special Rapporteur Expresses Concern over New Attacks against Journalists and Media in Honduras�. September 20, 2010. 


� See video of the public hearing on the “� HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/prensa/publichearings/Hearings.aspx?Lang=En&Session=118&page=2" ��Response of the Judiciary to the Crimes and Events related to the Coup d’état in Honduras�”, held during the IACHR’s 138th regular session. 


� See videos of public hearings on the “� HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/prensa/publichearings/Hearings.aspx?Lang=En&Session=120" ��Mechanism for the Implementation of Precautionary measures in Honduras�” and “� HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/prensa/publichearings/Hearings.aspx?Lang=En&Session=120" ��Situation of the Right to Freedom of Expression in Honduras�”, held October 25, 2010, during the IACHR’s 140th regular session.


� “With all due respect to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Honduran State must again make the point that the facts, circumstances and constitutional provisions that put an immediate end to the Presidency of Mr. Zelaya Rosales in Honduras, are not the purview of the IACHR.” In Observations of the State of Honduras on the Draft “General Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Honduras,” Memorandum No. SP-A-13-2011 of February 18, 2011, p.  2.


� IACHR, Press Release 42/09: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2009/42-09eng.htm" ��IACHR Strongly Condemns Coup d’État in Honduras�, June 28, 2009. 


� The � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Basicos/English/Basic23.IA%20Domocratic%20Charter.htm" ��Inter-American Democratic Charter� was adopted on September 11, 2001 by a Special Session of the General Assembly of the OAS. 


� Article 20 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter reads as follows:


In the event of an unconstitutional alteration of the constitutional regime that seriously impairs the democratic order in a member state, any member state or the Secretary General may request the immediate convocation of the Permanent Council to undertake a collective assessment of the situation and to take such decisions as it deems appropriate.


The Permanent Council, depending on the situation, may undertake the necessary diplomatic initiatives, including good offices, to foster the restoration of democracy.


If such diplomatic initiatives prove unsuccessful, or if the urgency of the situation so warrants, the Permanent Council shall immediately convene a special session of the General Assembly.  The General Assembly will adopt the decisions it deems appropriate, including the undertaking of diplomatic initiatives, in accordance with the Charter of the Organization, international law, and the provisions of this Democratic Charter.


The necessary diplomatic initiatives, including good offices, to foster the restoration of democracy, will continue during the process.


� OAS, Permanent Council, Current Situation in Honduras, � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/resolutions/res953.asp" ��Resolution 953 (1700/09)�, dated June 28, 2009.


� OAS, General Assembly, Special Session, � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/GENERAL%20ASSEMBLY/Resolucionesextraordinarias.asp" ��Resolution AG/RES 2 (XXXVII-E/09) of July 4, 2009�, operative paragraphs 1 and 2.


� The Honduran State argued that there was no “institutional de-legitimization” inasmuch as the institutions remained in full operation and the declaration of the state of emergency was not arbitrary “as it was done in accordance with Article 187 of the Constitution of the Republic, which is the law that governs emergency measures of this type.” In Observations of the State of Honduras on the Draft “General Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Honduras,” Memorandum No. SP-A-13-2011 of February 18, 2011, p. 3.


� IACHR, Press Release 60/09: �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2009/60-09eng.htm"��IACHR presents preliminary observations on its visit to Honduras�. August 21, 2009.


� IACHR, Press Release 5/10: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/3-10eng.htm" ��IACHR Publishes Report on Honduras�, January 20, 2010.


� See report  �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/countryrep/Honduras09eng/Toc.htm"��Honduras: Human Rights and the Coup d’État�.


� IACHR, Press Release 14/10: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/14-10eng.htm" ��IACHR Expresses Concern about Amnesty Decree in Honduras�, February 3, 2010.  


� In Observations of the State of Honduras on the Draft “General Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Honduras,” Memorandum No. SP-A-13-2011 of February 18, 2011, p. 5.


� On April 22, 2010, the IACHR received a note signed by President Porfirio Lobo Sosa, dated March 26, 2010, in which he consented to the visit.  Then, in a note dated May 7, 2010, the President of the Supreme Court informed the IACHR of the name of the person who would serve as government liaison during the visit. 


� IACHR, Press Release R39/10: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=791&lID=1" ��Special Rapporteurship Condemns Murder of Honduran Journalists�, March 27, 2010. 


� IACHR, Press Release R45/10: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/Relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=798&lID=1" ��Special Rapporteurship Concerned about the Latest Murder Of Journalist in Honduras�, April 22, 2010.


� On June 24, 2009, the Inter-American Commission ordered the Honduran State to take the measures necessary to protect the rights to life and humane treatment of Mrs. Lanza and Mr. Galdámez.


� I/A Court H.R. �HYPERLINK "http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/medidas/lanza_se_01_ing.pdf"��Matter of Gladys Lanza Ochoa regarding Honduras�, September 2, 2010.


� IACHR, Brief requesting provisional measures from the I/A Court H.R., December 6, 2010, paragraph 32.


� I/A Court H.R. �HYPERLINK "http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/medidas/lanza_se_01_ing.pdf"��Matter of Gladys Lanza Ochoa regarding Honduras�, September 2, 2010.


� I/A Court H.R., � HYPERLINK "http://corteidh.or.cr/docs/medidas/galdamez_se_01.pdf" �Matter of José Luis Galdámez Álvarez et al.�, December 22, 2010.


� As the Observatory on Violence of the Instituto Universitario de Democracia, Paz y Seguridad [University Institute on Democracy, Peace and Security] (IUDPAS) wrote, “In its various manifestations, violence continues to be one of the main obstacles to human development, social co-existence and democratic governance in Honduras. […]  Violence destroys life expectancy in the country, as young people, in their most productive years of life between ages 15 and 44, are those most affected by the violence, accounting for 80.8% of its victims: a total of 588 children and adolescents were murdered; another 1,974 minors sustained injuries and were examined at the Forensic Clinic of the Public Prosecutor’s Office.” In a presentation of the Report of the Observatory on Violence in Honduras, Violent and Accidental Deaths, Bulletin No. 17, which compiles data from January to December 2009.  Tegucigalpa, Honduras: IUDPAS- UNAH, April 2010. 


According to that report, in the period from 2004 to 2009, 20,590 individuals were the victims of homicide in Honduras, with the numbers climbing from 2,155 in 2004 to 5,265 in 2009, which is an increase of 144.3%  Starting in 2007, rapid increases are observed in the incidence of homicide, particularly by hired killers, which also saw the highest increases[.]  The country’s vulnerability was such that it went from a rate of 30.7 to 66.8 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants, which represented an increase of 36.1 points. […] In 2009, there were 8,154 violent deaths in Honduras, 925 more than in 2008, for an increase of 12.7%.  The homicides claimed a total of 5,265 victims, which is an increase of 17.7% over 2008; violent deaths associated with traffic accidents remained virtually the same as the previous year, with 1,200 deaths, which represented a modest decline of -0.6%.  Available [in Spanish] at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.undp.un.hn/observatorio_violencia_09.htm" ��http://www.undp.un.hn/observatorio_violencia_09.htm� “ 


� IACHR, Press release 26/10: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/26-10eng.htm" ��IACHR Deplores Murders, Kidnappings and Attacks in Honduras�, March 8, 2010. 


� Moreover, in exercise of its authority under Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights, on March 11, 2010 the IACHR requested information from the State concerning these events.


� IACHR, Press release 26/10: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/26-10eng.htm" ��IACHR Deplores Murders, Kidnappings and Attacks in Honduras�, March 8, 2010. 


� On January 15, 2010, the Commission requested information from the State about the situation of Francisco Castillo.  It has yet to receive a reply.


� CODEH, “� HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/ajHMmr" ��Abogado Marco Tulio muere asesinado�” [Attorney Marco Tulio murdered], July 22, 2010. 


� Diario La Prensa, “� HYPERLINK "http://www.laprensa.hn/Sucesos/Ediciones/2010/09/18/Noticias/Asesinan-a-presidenta-del-Sitraihss-Juana-Bustillo" ��Asesinan a presidenta del Sitraihss, Juana Bustillo�” [Sitraihss president Juan Bustillo murdered], September 17, 2010. 


� IACHR, Press release 26/10: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/Comunicados/English/2010/26-10eng.htm" ��IACHR Deplores Murders, Kidnappings and Attacks in Honduras�, March 8, 2010.  


� I/A Court H.R. �HYPERLINK "http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/medidas/lanza_se_01_ing.pdf"��Matter of Gladys Lanza Ochoa regarding Honduras�, September 2, 2010.


� OMCT, “� HYPERLINK "http://www.omct.org/index.php?id=&lang=es&actualPageNumber=1&articleId=9406&itemAdmin=article" ��Amenaza de muerte con la Sra Gladys Lanza�”  [Mrs. Gladys Lanza receives death threat], July 22, 2010. 


� Information presented by COFADEH during the visit.


� According to the information supplied by COFADEH, teachers’ contributions to teacher organizations were being unlawfully withheld; irregularities had been committed in determining the deductions from the salaries of teachers who participated in resistance activities by way of the Honduran Federation of Teachers’ Organizations, and that at the urging of the Public Prosecutor’s Office and CONADEH,  other teachers had been fined. 


�  Article 270 of the Honduran Code of Criminal Procedure establishes measures whose “purpose is to ensure the efficacy of the proceedings by ensuring that the accused is present and that the sources of evidence are obtained through lawful means.” 


� Notification of civil liability claims, issued by the Superior Court of Accounts of Honduras on March 8, 2010, against the director of the Instituto Marcial Solís Dacosta, hamlet of San Juancito, Central District.


� See Precautionary Measure �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/medidas/2010.eng.htm"��MC 221/10� - Edwin Róbelo Espinal, Honduras.


� See Precautionary Measure �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/medidas/2010.eng.htm"��MC 194-10� - Carolina Pineda, José Luis Baquedano and Delvid Ixcel Sánchez Ávila, Honduras (all members of Defensa de Derechos Humanos) ; �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/medidas/2010.eng.htm"��MC 180/10� – Juan Ramón Flores, Honduras (the beneficiary is a member of the coup resistance movement), and others.  See also the Provisional Measure that the I/A Court H.R. ordered in the �HYPERLINK "http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/medidas/lanza_se_01_ing.pdf"��Matter of Gladys Lanza Ochoa regarding Honduras�, a well-known human rights defender.


� COFADEH, “� HYPERLINK "http://www.cofadeh.org/html/noticias/encapuchados_intentan_secuestrar_%20joven_de_la_resistencia.html" ��Encapuchados intentan secuestrar a joven universitario de la resistencia�” [Hooded assailants attempt to abduct young university student with ties to the resistance], March 9, 2010. 


� The Honduran State emphatically denies that the deaths, threats and harassment are the product of a State policy targeting government opponents and supporters of former President Zelaya.  In Observations of the State of Honduras on the Draft “General Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Honduras,” Memorandum No. SP-A-13-2011 of February 18, 2011, p. 6.


� CODEH, “� HYPERLINK "http://codeh.hn/v1/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=207:detenido-mario-portillo-abogado-de-muca&Itemid=1" ��Detenido Mario Portillo Abogado de MUCA�” [Mario Portilla, MUCA Attorney, Detained], August 1, 2010; Resistencia Honduras, � HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/bgForm" ��Pronunciamiento Público (Mario Portillo)� [Public Statement (Mario Portillo)], August 8, 2010.  


� See public hearing on the “�HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/prensa/publichearings/Hearings.aspx?Lang=En&Session=120&page=1"��Situation of human rights defenders in Mesoamerica”,� held on October 26, 2010 during the Commission’s 140th regular session. 


� Committee of Relatives of Detainees – Disappeared in Honduras,“� HYPERLINK "http://codeh.hn/v1/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=220:facusse-organiza-grupos-de-choque-en-zacate-grande&Itemid=1" ��Comunicación de 22 de agosto de 2010�” [Communication of August 22, 2010].  See also, Periódico Hondudiario, “� HYPERLINK "http://hondudiario.com/l/content/desalojo-de-maestros-provoca-caos-en-la-capital" ��Desalojo de maestros provoca caos en la capital�” [Dispersal of protesting professors causes chaos in the capital], August 20, 2010.


� AMARC. September 16, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://legislaciones.item.org.uy/index?q=node/1728" ��Militares y policías atacan Radio Uno�” [Military and police attack Radio Uno]. TeleSur. September 16, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.telesurtv.net/noticias/secciones/nota/78433-NN/resistencia-hondurena-denuncia-que-represion-injustificada-causo-muerte-de-manifestante/" ��Resistencia hondureña denuncia que represión injustificada causó muerte de manifestante�” [Honduran Resistance complains that unwarranted repression caused demonstrator's death]. 


� AMARC. September 16, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://legislaciones.item.org.uy/index?q=node/1728" ��Militares y policías atacan Radio Uno�” [Military and police attack Radio Uno]. TeleSur. September 16, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.telesurtv.net/noticias/secciones/nota/78433-NN/resistencia-hondurena-denuncia-que-represion-injustificada-causo-muerte-de-manifestante/" ��Resistencia hondureña denuncia que represión injustificada causó muerte de manifestante�” [Honduran Resistance complains that unwarranted repression caused demonstrator's death].


� AMARC. September 16, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://legislaciones.item.org.uy/index?q=node/1728" ��Militares y policías atacan Radio Uno�” [Military and police attack Radio Uno]. TeleSur. September 16, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.telesurtv.net/noticias/secciones/nota/78433-NN/resistencia-hondurena-denuncia-que-represion-injustificada-causo-muerte-de-manifestante/" ��Resistencia hondureña denuncia que represión injustificada causó muerte de manifestante�” [Honduran Resistance complains that unwarranted repression caused demonstrator's death].


� CODEH, “� HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/dizfW4" ��Policía Nacional Preventiva detiene arbitrariamente a hijo de presidenta de los mercados capitalinos�” [Preventive National Police arbitrarily detain son of president of the markets in the capital city], September 19, 2010. 


� See public hearing “�HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/prensa/publichearings/Hearings.aspx?Lang=En&Session=120&page=1"��Situation of human rights defenders in Mesoamerica�”, held on October 25, 2010, during the Commission’s 140th regular session.


� See public hearing “�HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/prensa/publichearings/Hearings.aspx?Lang=En&Session=120&page=1"��Situation of human rights defenders in Mesoamerica�”, held on October 25, 2010, during the Commission’s 140th regular session. 


� In Observations of the State of Honduras on the Draft “General Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Honduras,” Memorandum No. SP-A-13-2011 of February 18, 2011, p.  5.


� Citation, Judicial Branch, Republic of Honduras, Office of the Deputy Director for Personnel Management, Judicial Career Service, dated November 20, 2009. 


� Citation, Judicial Branch, Republic of Honduras, Office of the Deputy Director for Personnel Management, Judicial Career Service, dated November 20, 2009.


� Citation, Judicial Branch, Republic of Honduras, Office of the Deputy Director for Personnel Management, Judicial Career Service, dated October 30, 2009.


� Citation, Judicial Branch, Republic of Honduras, Office of the Deputy director of Personnel Management, Judicial Career Service, dated November 11, 2009. 


� Citation, Judicial Branch, Republic of Honduras, Office of the Deputy Director for Personnel Management, Judicial Career Service, dated October 27, 2009.


� In the briefs that the magistrate and judges Guillermo López Lone, Ramón Enrique Barrios and Luis Alonso Chévez de la Rocha submitted to the Supreme Court en banc on April 13, 2010, requesting “that the Court be persuaded by the file submitted for its consideration; that the action be declared time barred and that the proceedings be closed.  That the constitutional principle of non-retroactivity be applied, and that the observations of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights be taken into consideration.” 


� IACHR, �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/countryrep/Honduras10eng/Honduras10TOC.eng.htm"��Preliminary Observations � of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on Its Visit to Honduras, May 15 to 18, 2010, para. 76 sq.


� Document supplied to the IACHR inviting officials and employees of the Judicial Branch to participate in a march supporting the coup d’état.   See also “Multitudinaria marcha en Tegucigalpa” [“Massive March in Tegucigalpa]. La Prensa, June 30, 2009;  “Plantón por la paz y la Democracia” [“Demonstration for Peace and Democracy”]. La Tribuna, June 30, 2009; and  “Somos siete millones y medio de soldados” [“We are an army of seven and a half million soldiers”]. La Tribuna, June 30, 2009.


� For example, the newspaper “La Prensa”, Monday July 6, 2009, Apertura 23.


� IACHR, Press Release 54/10, “IACHR Concerned about Human Rights Violations in Honduras,” May 19, 2010. 


� In exercise of its authority under Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights, on May 28, 2010 the IACHR repeated in writing its request for information on the situation of the magistrates and judges subjected to disciplinary actions. 


� Diario El Heraldo, “� HYPERLINK "http://www.elheraldo.hn/Pa%C3%ADs/Ediciones/2010/06/01/Noticias/Pleno-de-la-Corte-ratifica-despido-de-jueces´" ��Pleno de la Corte ratifica despido de jueces�” [The Supreme Court, en banc, confirms judges’ dismissal], June 1, 2010.


� Diario El Heraldo, “� HYPERLINK "http://www.elheraldo.hn/Pa%C3%ADs/Ediciones/2010/06/01/Noticias/Pleno-de-la-Corte-ratifica-despido-de-jueces´" ��Pleno de la Corte ratifica despido de jueces�” [The Supreme Court, en banc, confirms judges’ dismissal], June 1, 2010.


� UN, �HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=35478&Cr=Judiciary&Cr1"��Dismissal of Honduran judges sends an intimidating message, UN�,  July 29, 2010.


� Diario Tiempo, “Impugnan destitución de ex jueces sampedranos” [Dismissal of San Pedro Sula judges being challenged], June 30, 2010; Diario El Heraldo, “� HYPERLINK "http://www.elheraldo.hn/Sucesos/Ediciones/2010/06/30/Noticias/Jueces-destituidos-impugnan-despido" ��Jueces destituidos impugan despido�” [Dismissed judges challenge their removal from the bench], July 30, 2010.


� Diario Tiempo, “Admiten impugnación a favor de jueces despedidos” [Dismissed judges’ challenge will be heard], July 19, 2010. The Honduran State reported that the “Judicial Career Council is hearing the challenge that the interested parties brought; therefore, their right to due process has not been violated.” In Observations of the State of Honduras on the Draft “General Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Honduras,” Memorandum No. SP-A-13-2011 of February 18, 2011, p. 7.


� Preparation of this section of the report was assigned by the Commission to the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. The section includes information received until December 1, 2010. However, it is paramount to take into account the murder of journalist Henry Suazo on December 20, 2010, in the town of La Masica, departament of Atlantida. According to information available to this Office, two unknown individuals fired shots at journalist Henry Suazo as he was leaving his home. The journalist was a reporter for the HRN radio station and worked for a local TV station.  Suazo had apparently denounced on the radio in days prior that he had received a death threat via a text message sent to his phone. With the death of Henry Suazo, the number of journalists murdered in Honduras in 2010 rises to nine. IACHR. Office of the Special Rapporteur Condemns Murder of Journalist in Honduras. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=830&lID=1" \o "http://www.cidh.oas.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=830&lID=1" �http://www.cidh.oas.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=830&lID=1�; Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ). December 30, 2010. Honduran journalist gunned down in front of his home. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cpj.org/2010/12/honduran-journalist-gunned-down-in-front-of-home.php" \o "http://www.cpj.org/2010/12/honduran-journalist-gunned-down-in-front-of-home.php" �http://www.cpj.org/2010/12/honduran-journalist-gunned-down-in-front-of-home.php�; El Heraldo. December 28, 2010. Another journalist murdered in the north of Honduras. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.elheraldo.hn/Ediciones/2010/12/28/Noticias/Asesinan-otro-periodista-al-norte-de-Honduras" \o "http://www.elheraldo.hn/Ediciones/2010/12/28/Noticias/Asesinan-otro-periodista-al-norte-de-Honduras" �http://www.elheraldo.hn/Ediciones/2010/12/28/Noticias/Asesinan-otro-periodista-al-norte-de-Honduras�.


� IACHR. �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/countryrep/Honduras09eng/Toc.htm"��Honduras: Human Rights and the Coup d’État.� OEA/Ser.L/V/II. Doc. 55. December 30, 2009. 


� IACHR, Press release No. 24-10: �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=785&lID=1"��Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Condemns Murder of Journalist in Honduras�. Committee to Protect Journalists.  March 5, 2010, “� HYPERLINK "http://cpj.org/2010/03/journalist-killed-and-another-wounded-in-honduras.php" ��Journalist Killed, Another Wounded in Honduras Shooting�”. International Press Institute. March 15, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.freemedia.at/singleview/4826/" ��Second Honduran journalist killed in two weeks�”. 


� CODEH. June 19, 2010, Entry on � HYPERLINK "http://codeh.hn/v1/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=184:david-meza-montesinos&Itemid=36" ��Davir Meza Montesinos�; Committee to Protect Journalists.  March 12, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://cpj.org/2010/03/honduran-radio-reporter-gunned-down.php" ��Honduran Radio Reporter Gunned Down�,”; Diario La Tribuna. March 11, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.latribuna.hn/web2.0/?p=107971" ��Matan al periodista David Meza�” [Journalist David Meza killed]. 


� IACHR, Press Release No. 31/10: �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/Comunicados/English/2010/31-10eng.htm"��IACHR Deplores Murder of Journalist in Honduras�. Committee to Protect Journalists, March 14, 2010, � HYPERLINK "http://cpj.org/killed/2010/nahum-palacios-arteaga.php" ��article on Nahúm Palacios Arteaga�. IFEX, March 16, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://cpj.org/2010/03/third-honduran-journalist-gunned-down-in-two-weeks.php" ��Third Honduran Journalist Gunned Down in Two Weeks�”.


� IACHR, Press Release No. R39-10: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=791&lID=1" ��Special Rapporteurship Condemns Murder of Honduran Journalists�; El Heraldo. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.elheraldo.hn/Sucesos/Ediciones/2010/03/26/Noticias/Asesinan-a-dos-periodistas-al-oriente-Honduras" ��Asesinan a dos periodistas al oriente de Honduras�” [Two journalists murdered in eastern Honduras], March 26, 2010; La Prensa. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.elheraldo.hn/Sucesos/Ediciones/2010/03/26/Noticias/Asesinan-a-dos-periodistas-al-oriente-Honduras" ��Asesinan a 2 periodistas hondureños en Olancho�” [Two Honduran journalists killed in Olancho], March 26, 2010; AMARC. “� HYPERLINK "http://legislaciones.item.org.uy/index?q=node/1280" ��Con la muerte de otros dos periodistas son ya cinco los profesionales de la prensa asesinados en Honduras en marzo�” [The death of two more journalists brings the number of journalists murdered in Honduras in March to 5], April 9, 2010.


� IACHR, Press Release No. R45-10: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/Relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=798&lID=2" ��Special Rapporteurship Concerned about the Latest Murder of Journalist in Honduras�; Committee to Protect Journalists. TV Host Slain.  “� HYPERLINK "http://cpj.org/2010/04/tv-host-murdered-6th-honduran-journalist-killed-si.php" ��6th Honduran Journalist killed since March�”; BBC Mundo. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/america_latina/2010/04/100421_1800_honduras_asesinado_septimo_periodista_2010_prensa_fp.shtml" ��Asesinado otro periodista en Honduras”.� [Another journalist killed in Honduras], April 21, 2010.


� IACHR, Press Release No. R62-10: �HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=801&lID=1"��Office of the Special Rapporteur Expresses Concern at Latest Murder of Journalist in Honduras. � UNESCO.  July 1, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=30612&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html" ��UNESCO Director-General condemns murder of TV journalist Luis Arturo Mondragón Morazán�”. C-Libre IFEX. June 16, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.ifex.org/honduras/2010/06/16/mondragon_killed/" ��Another Journalist Killed�”. 


� IACHR, Press release No. R85-10. � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.org/relatoria/showarticle.asp?artID=814&lID=2" ��Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Condemns Latest Murder of Journalist in Honduras�. Committee to Protect Journalists.    � HYPERLINK "http://cpj.org/killed/2010/israel-zelaya-diaz.php" ��Article on Israel Zelaya Díaz�. La Tribuna. August 25, 2010.   “� HYPERLINK "http://www.latribuna.hn/web2.0/?p=173310" ��Matan a periodista Israel Zelaya Díaz�” [Journalist Israel Zelaya Díaz murdered]. 


� IACHR, Press Release No. R125-10. Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Condemns Murder of Journalist in Honduras.  December 29, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.elheraldo.hn/Ediciones/2010/12/28/Noticias/Asesinan-otro-periodista-al-norte-de-Honduras" �Asesinan otro periodista al norte de Honduras�” [Another journalist murdered in northern Honduras] Diario El Heraldo, December 28, 2010.


� The report was requested by deputy Augusto Cruz Asensio, when the violence against journalists spiked in 2010.


� Diario La Tribuna. May 6, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.latribuna.hn/web2.0/?p=128429" ��En secretividad investigación sobre asesinatos de periodistas�” [Investigation into murders of journalists cloaked in secrecy]. 


� Diario La Tribuna. April 22, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.latribuna.hn/web2.0/?p=122981" ��Capturan a implicado en la muerte de periodista�” [Suspect taken into custody and charged in journalist’s death]. 


� Information received at the IACHR’s meeting with communicators on May 16, 2010, in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 


� Meeting with the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights, May 15, 2010, Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 


� The representatives of the Honduran State said that the alleged murderer of Georgino Orellana is locked up and that robbery had been the motive for the crime.  They also reported that two persons are in custody for the murder of David Meza Montesinos, that the crime was related to organized crime and that “significant headway” had been made in the investigation of the murder of Nahúm Palacios.  See IACHR, public hearing on   “�HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/prensa/publichearings/Hearings.aspx?Lang=EN&Session=120"��Situation of Freedom of Expression in Honduras” � held on October 25, 2010, during the Commission’s 140th regular session.


� See IACHR, public hearing on   “�HYPERLINK "http://www.cidh.oas.org/prensa/publichearings/Hearings.aspx?Lang=EN&Session=120"��Situation of Freedom of Expression in Honduras” � held on October 25, 2010, during the Commission’s 140th regular session.


� In Observations of the State of Honduras on the Draft “General Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Honduras,” Memorandum No. SP-A-13-2011 of February 18, 2011, p. 7.


� E-mail of November 23, 2010 (in the files of the Office of the Special Rapporteur). 


� Information received during the meeting the Commission held with social communicators in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, May 16, 2010.  


� Information received at the meeting the Commission held with social communicators in Tegucigalpa, on May 16, 2010.


� Information received at the meeting the Commission held with social communicators in Tegucigalpa, on May 16, 2010.


� In Observations of the State of Honduras on the Draft “General Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Honduras,” Memorandum No. SP-A-13-2011 of February 18, 2011, p. 8.


� Committee to Protect Journalists.  April 1, 2010.  “�HYPERLINK "http://cpj.org/2010/04/honduran-journalist-flees-the-country-after-threat.php"��Honduran Journalist Leaves the Country after Attacks�”; Reporters Without Borders, April 2, 2010. �HYPERLINK "http://en.rsf.org/honduras-month-of-violence-turns-honduras-02-04-2010,36850.html"��Month of violence turns Honduras into world’s most dangerous place for journalists�.


� Telephone interview with Ricardo Oviendo, May 14, 2010.  See also COPA Press Release, April 28, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.tortillaconsal.com/tortilla/node/5855" ��Otro periodista amenazado en el Aguán�” [Another journalist threatened in El Aguán]; C-Libre/IFEX. “�HYPERLINK "http://ifex.org/honduras/2010/04/21/oviedo_reyes_threats/"��Canal 40 journalist followed, threatened�.


� Information received at the Commission’s meeting with social communicators, held in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, May 16, 2010. Information also obtained from the � HYPERLINK "http://www.ifex.org/honduras/2010/04/29/fiscalia_del_ministro/" ��IFEX alert of April 29,� 2010.  See also � HYPERLINK "http://conexihon.com/?q=node/26" ��http://conexihon.com/?q=node/26�.


� Information supplied by C-Libre, e-mail of November 2010 (on file in the Office of the Special Rapporteur).


� Telephone interview with Jorge Ott Anderson, May 14, 2010.  Committee to Protect Journalists.  May 4, 2010.   “�HYPERLINK "http://cpj.org/2010/05/two-honduran-tv-reporters-receive-death-threats.php"��Two Honduran TV reporters receive death threats�”.


� Revistazo. April 22, 2010.” � HYPERLINK "http://www.revistazo.biz/cms/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1082:miembros-de-la-compania-de-jesus-en-honduras-amenazados-a-muerte-&catid=19:proyectos&Itemid=19" ��Miembros de la Compañía de Jesús en Honduras, amenazados a muerte�” [Jesuits in Honduras receive death threats]. See also, Proceso Digital. April 22, 2010. “� HYPERLINK "http://www.proceso.hn/2010/04/22/Term%C3%B3metro/Compa.C.B/22635.html" ��Compañía de Jesús denuncia amenazas contra el Padre Melo y periodistas�” [Jesuits denounce threats against Father Melo and journalists].
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