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	STATE 
	ISSUE
	INFORMATION RECEIVED

	Argentina
	Attacks 
	On May 8, 2006, journalist Hugo Basso, editor of the weekly La Tribuna de Rufino, was hit by an official of the Town Hall (Hacienda Municipal) in Rufino, who refused to allow him to take his picture (1). 

	Argentina
	Attacks 
	On May 11, 2006, unidentified individuals accessed the email of journalist Daniel Santoro, of the newspaper Clarín, without authorization and stole messages. The stolen messages reportedly included messages between the journalist and federal judge Daniel Rafecas relating to an investigation about drug trafficking (2). 

	Argentina
	Attacks
	On May 22, 2006, journalists Ernesto Tenembaum and Luis Majul denounced that unidentified individuals had accessed their email accounts without authorization. In both cases, the journalists indicated that the messages accessed included communications with political leaders, authorities and businessmen, which had been forwarded from their own mailboxes to other contacts. The journalists stated that the intervention could have been carried out by government intelligence services (3). 

	Argentina
	Attacks
	On May 24, 2006, journalist Marcelo López was the victim of a physical attack by a group of protesters at a demonstration in the plaza San Martín in Buenos Aires, in which active and retired military personnel as well as civilians were participating (4). 

	Argentina
	Attacks 
	On May 25, 2006, two unidentified individuals armed with sticks attacked journalist Fanny Mandelbaum as she drove her vehicle in Buenos Aires. The unidentified individuals reportedly shattered the front window of the car while the journalist was stopped at a traffic light (5). 

	Argentina
	Attacks 
	On June 10, 2006, unidentified individuals fired gunshots at the door of the home of journalist Carlos Furman in the locality of Santa Elena, in the province of Entre Ríos. According to the information received, a week prior to the attack,  the journalist had been the victim of a beating and the attacks were related to comments made by the journalist that were critical of the administration of intendant Daniel Rossi (6).      

	Argentina
	Attacks 
	On June 15, 2006, Carlos Rípoli, editor of the news agency Télam, was attacked by two unidentified individuals as he left work (7). 

	Argentina
	Attacks
	On June 17, 2006, the intendant of Alba Posse entered the studio of radio station Sapulcay 91.3 as it was transmitting a journalistic program, attacking one of the hosts and destroying part of the installations of the station. The intendant also reportedly threatened the owner of the station that he would order that the station be closed (8). 

	Argentina
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On March 22, 2006, journalist Manuel Da Silva, editor of El Zondino, denounced that he had received a death threat on the part of the intendant of Zonda, presumably due to a piece he was going to publish criticizing his administration (9). 

	Argentina
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On June 18, 2006, journalist Ignacio Fidanza received a threat by email after making critical comments about a labor conflict in the news agency Télam (10).  

	Argentina
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On May 23, 2006, the President of the Republic, in a public act in the city of Vedia, criticized some sectors of the press, accusing them of using freedom of the press to justify "publishing whatever they like" and affirming that "the fact of being a journalist does not give one the right to publish anything one chooses" (11). 

	Argentina
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On May 27, 2006, the governor of the province of Chubut reportedly verbally attacked a group of journalists who had criticized him for his participation in a mobilization on May 25, 2006 (12). 

	Argentina
	Discriminatory Allocation of Official Publicity 
	On March 13, 2006, the television program Periodismo de Verdad in Tucumán was cancelled. The cancellation was reportedly due to presumed pressures by authorities of the provincial government who had threatened to withdraw official publicity from the station (13). 

	Argentina
	Discriminatory Allocation of Official Publicity 
	On May 1, 2006, the radio program of journalist Daniel Caram was cancelled in Corrientes. The cancellation was reportedly due to the fact that the provincial government had threatened the owners of the radio station with the withdrawal of official publicity (14). 

	Argentina
	Discriminatory Allocation of Official Publicity 
	On May 3, 2006, the radio program Séptimo Día, led by journalist Héctor Barabino, was cancelled. The cancellation was reportedly the result of threats by Carlos Sancho, the vice governor of the province of Santa Cruz, to withdraw official publicity from the radio station if it continued with the program (15). 

	Argentina
	Discriminatory Allocation of Official Publicity 
	On May 31, 2006, a group of journalists reportedly denounced in a press conference favoritism by the government towards some communications media in the allocation of official publicity (16).

	Argentina
	Discriminatory Allocation of Official Publicity 
	On June 6, 2006, journalist Marcela Pacheco, a presenter on Canal 7, was dismissed, presumably after criticizing the public gathering organized by the President of the Republic on May 25, 2006 to celebrate the third anniversary of his investiture. The dismissal reportedly occurred after local authorities threatened to withdraw official publicity from the radio station (17).    

	Argentina
	Dismissal 
	On May 10, 2006, attorney Alejandro Rúa informed the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression that he had been dismissed from the National Public Administration (Administración Pública Nacional) and later accused of the crime of defamation by the Minister of Justice, as a result of declarations he made in an interview with a local newspaper (18). 

	Argentina
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On June 10, 2006, the Supreme Court of the Nation confirmed the sentence against journalist Tomás Sanz, of the magazine Humor, of one month in prison (suspended) for the crime of defamation of former senator Eduardo Menem as a result of the publication of a journalistic note in 1991 (19).  

	Bolivia
	Attacks 
	On April 23, 2006, journalist Wilson García Mérida was detained by members of the Special Force to Combat Drug Trafficking (Fuerza Especial de Lucha contra el Narcotráfico) who were allegedly carrying out a plan to accuse him of the crime of drug trafficking (20). 

	Bolivia
	Attacks
	On June 5, 2006, around one dozen journalists were victims of acts of aggression by the security escort of the President of the Republic as they were covering the dedication of a hospital in Caracollo, to the north of the city of Oruro (21). 

	Bolivia
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On May 8, 2006, the President of the Republic accused the owners of a television network of being "enemies of the government" and "large landowners who obtained land illegally linked to foreign business groups accused of committing irregularities in Bolivia" (22). 

	Bolivia
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On May 14, 2006, the President of the Republic accused several communications media of distorting information about the process of nationalization of hydrocarbons (23). 

	Bolivia
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On June 1, 2006, the secretary general of the Prefecture of Oruro, Moisés Miranda, reportedly called the press "liars." The local press had apparently questioned the official for lack of seriousness and responsibility in carrying out his functions (24). 

	Brazil
	Murders 
	On April 28, 2006, journalist Ayrton Ferreira Précoma was murdered by unidentified individuals in Curitiba. According to the information received, the murder was not connected to his journalistic work (25). 

	Brazil
	Attacks
	On May 2, 2006, journalist Carmelo Luís de Sá was shot twice as he was presenting a radio program in the city of Quiterianópolis, in the state of Ceará (26). 

	Brazil
	Attacks
	On May 18, 2006, three armed men attacked the printing house of the newspaper Tribuna Livre in São Paulo, hitting several of its employees and ordering them to stop publishing news related to Primeiro Comando da Capital (27). 

	Brazil
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 17, 2006, the Regional Electoral Court of Amapá (Corte Regional Electoral de Amapá) ordered the weekly Folha do Amapa to remove from its Web site the May 12, 2006 edition, considering that it contained propaganda aimed at damaging the reputation of the governor of Amapá. The weekly has reportedly removed the edition from its Web site, but has appealed the decision (28).  

	Brazil
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 29, 2006, a Civil Court in Campo Grande ordered the newspaper O Correio Do Estado to pay 500 reales for each copy it distributes referring to former mayor Andre Pucinelli without satisfying the requirements of "objective information," "verification of sources" and "impartiality and independence." The newspaper has reportedly appealed the decision (29). 

	Canada
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On April 22, 2006, the federal government prohibited news coverage of the repatriation ceremony for the bodies of Canadian soldiers killed in Afghanistan, preventing the press from entering the military base at Trenton. The federal government has reportedly ordered that such ceremonies are only open to the victims' family members and to military personnel, stating that this policy serves the best interests of the victims' family members (30). 

	Chile
	Attacks
	On May 5, 2006, unidentified individuals attacked photographers Santiago Llanquín and Danny Alveal as they were covering a demonstration in Santiago, Chile (31). 

	Chile
	Attacks
	On May 10, 2006, Peruvian journalist Melissa Peschiera and her cameraman Gabriel Contreras were detained by police personnel while they were covering a story in Santiago, Chile (32). 

	Chile
	Attacks
	On May 30, 2006 several reporters, cameramen and journalists were attacked by police personnel during a day of student protest in Santiago, Chile. At least eight journalists were reportedly attacked. Days later, the President of the Republic condemned the attack, the responsible police chief was dismissed, and an investigation was initiated (33).  

	Chile
	Attacks
	On June 5, 2006, four journalists were injured while covering a student demonstration during the national strike declared by secondary school and university students in Santiago, Chile (34). 

	Chile
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On May 9, 2006, a gang reportedly threatened journalists from the newspaper Impacto de La Calera through publications in a blog after they were investigating some of their activities (35). 

	Chile
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 10, 2006, a formal accusation was reportedly made against 14 agents of the National Information Center (Central Nacional de Informaciones) for the death of journalist José Carrasco and three other journalists, which occurred September of 1986, supposedly in retaliation for an murder attempt committed against Augusto Pinochet (36).  

	Chile
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 10, 2006, the Court of Appeals of Santiago, Chile confirmed the sentence of 61 days in prison (suspended) against three journalists and a producer of Chilevisión, after they secretly recorded the declarations of a magistrate in charge of an investigation of a network of child predators. The magistrate reportedly admitted in this declaration that he visited the place where the network operated (37). 

	Chile
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 24, 2006, the Court of Appeals of Santiago, Chile closed the case of the murder of Argentine journalist Leonardo Henrichsen, which occurred on June 29, 1973 in Santiago. Several organizations reportedly requested Chilean judicial authorities to reopen the proceedings (38). 

	Chile
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 30, 2006, journalist Hernán Uribe denounced that the Civil Registry and Identification Service (Servicio de Registro Civil e Identificación) refused to renew his passport alleging that he had failed to serve a prison sentence ordered against him 50 years ago for the crime of defamation. The sentence was reportedly handed down 10 years after the judgment was issued (39).  

	Chile
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On June 14, 2006, ex-brigadier Pedro Espinoza, a former member of the Secret Police in Chile, was imprisoned and accused of having participated in the disappearance of journalist Diana Arón Svigilsky in 1974 (40). 

	Colombia
	Attacks
	On May 2, 2006, photographer Daniel Muñoz was attacked by a member of the Mobile Anti-Riot Squadron (Escuadrón Móvil Antidisturbios) while he was covering a protest by public transit workers in Bogota (41). 

	Colombia
	Attacks
	On May 14, 2006, journalist Pedro Cárdenas Cáceres left the city of Honda after receiving death threats after publishing reports about acts of governmental corruption in the department of Tolima (42).  

	Colombia
	Attacks
	On May 17, 2006, journalists Marcelo Forero, Jesús López, Carmen Eugenia León and Richard Calpa were attacked and detained by members of the Mobile Anti-Riot Squadron (Escuadrón Móvil Antidisturbios) while covering a protest by indigenous peoples against the Treaty on Free Trade with the United States in Piendamo, Cauca. According to the information received, journalist Marcelo Forero's digital camera and digital audio recorder were confiscated and Ricardo Calpa's portable transmission equipment was set on fire (43).  

	Colombia
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On May 24, 2006, several social organizations and political movements reportedly received emails containing threats from individuals identifying themselves as the Brazo Armado de las Ex-AUC (44). 

	Colombia
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On June 3 and 5, 2006, three journalists from the newspaper El Heraldo of Baranquilla were threatened by means of fake bombs that were left at their respective homes (45).   

	Colombia
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On June 8, 2006, three radio journalists were reportedly victims of public declarations by the secretary of the Liberal Party (Partido Liberal) in Ibagué, Tolima, presumably as a result of an investigation published by the journalists days before the parliamentary elections (46).  

	Colombia
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On June 6, 2006, the First Criminal Court of Sincelejo (Juzgado Primero Penal de Sincelejo) sentenced Misael de Jesús Villadiego Ramírez to 26 years in prison for perpetrating the murder of journalist Santiago Rodríguez Villalba on February 19, 1997 (47). 

	Colombia
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On June 8, 2006, the Office of the Attorney General of the Nation (Fiscalía General de la Nación) accused two paramilitaries and a former mayor of the murder of journalist José Emeterio Rivas, which occurred on April 6, 2003 in Barrancabermeja (48).    

	Costa Rica 
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 3, 2006, the 4th Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice of Costa Rica (Sala IV de la Corte Suprema de Justicia de Costa Rica) rejected the constitutional challenge presented against Article 7 of the Press Law (La Ley de Imprenta), which provides for sanctions of up to 100 days in prison for journalists found guilty of crimes of defamation (49). 

	Cuba
	Attacks
	On April 25, 2006, Martha Beatriz Roque was physically attacked while trying to leave her house in the Santos Suárez neighborhood of Havana (50).  

	Cuba
	Attacks
	On May 13, 2006, Milisa Valle and Odelín Alfonso were detained by police agents. Milisa Valle was immediately freed, but Odelín Alfonso remained in detention for several days (51). 

	Cuba
	Attacks
	On May 23, 2006, journalist Armando Betancourt was detained and beaten by members of the Police while he was covering the eviction of a group of families in the city of Camaguey (52). 

	Cuba
	Attacks
	On May 31, 2006, information was received concerning the worsening state of health of journalist Guillermo Fariñas, director of the independent press agency Cubanacán Press, who began a hunger strike on January 31, 2006, demanding that the government allow free access to the Internet for Cuban citizens (53). 

	Cuba
	Threat and Public Declarations by Officials
	On April 25, 2006, a group of government sympathizers prohibited journalist Roberto Santana from leaving his home in Santiago de Las Vegas, threatening to institute proceedings against him for writing without official permission (54). 

	Cuba
	Threat and Public Declarations by Officials
	On May 10, 2006, Martha Beatriz Roque was threatened by members of the Rapid Response Brigade (Brigada de Respuesta Rápida), who informed her that she could not leave her home until May 20, 2006 (55).  

	United States
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On May 1, 2006, journalist Tony Valdez of Fox News received death threats after participating in television coverage of protests by groups of immigrants (56). 

	United States
	Legislation 
	On May 3, 2006, the Florida Legislature passed the "Travel to Terrorist States Act," which prohibits public universities and institutions of higher education in the state of Florida to finance or serve as intermediaries in the financing of any type of academic activity in Cuba and other states (57).    

	United States
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 31, 2006, the Court of Appeals in California issued a judgment indicating that cyberjournalists and bloggers have the same right to protect the confidentiality of their sources as other journalists (58). 

	United States
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On June 14, 2006, the School Board of Miami-Dade decided to remove copies of the children's book Vamos a Cuba from school libraries. The book had reportedly been questioned 4 months earlier because in the opinion of members of the School Board the book does not describe "life on the island accurately" and gives "an idyllic impression that is inconsistent with the political reality and human suffering in Cuba" (59).  

	United States
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On June 15, 2006, four journalists were reportedly expelled by government order from the Guantanamo base without being able to complete their investigations after the suicides of three prisoners (60).  

	United States
	Confidentiality of Sources 
	On May 21, 2006, the Attorney General of the United States, Alberto Gonzáles, stated that the federal government may be able to prosecute journalists who reveal information classified as secret by the Department of Defense (61). 

	Guatemala
	Attacks
	On May 21, 2006, a correspondent with the newspaper El Quetzalteco, Mario René Escobedo, was physically and verbally attacked by a police officer in the locality of Huehuetenango (62). 

	Guatemala
	Attacks
	On May 24, 2006, journalist Alberto Cardona was attacked by private security agents of the company Seguridad Integral during a  musical concert (63). 

	Guatemala
	Attacks
	On June 12, 2006, César Augusto Mejía Rivera, an assistant of the television channel Guatevisión, suffered a murder attempt by unidentified individuals as he was going to provide support  in the coverage of a news story (64). 

	Guatemala
	Attacks
	On June 14, 2006, cameraman Carlos Morales, of the news program Noti7, was beaten and insulted by private security personnel who were guarding the entrance to the Tikal I neighborhood while he was taking footage relating to an incident that occurred at that location. The incident reportedly related to acts of harassment by the Police against a religious person (65).     

	Guatemala
	Community Radios 
	On May 24, 2006, approximately 1,000 neighbors confronted the Police after the closure of a community radio station by order of the Public Prosecutor's Office in Santa María de Jesús (66). 

	Guatemala
	Community Radios
	On June 1, 2006, the Radio 10 station announced that it had temporarily gone off the air due to the fact that a "ghost" broadcaster was retransmitting another signal on its frequency (67). 

	Honduras
	Attacks
	On May 8, 2006, radio journalist Jesús Octavio Carvajal denounced that he had received death threats and had suffered physical attacks by order of a high-ranking official of the government in Tegucigalpa after he questioned the official's action in the negotiations regarding the El Tigre dam, at the border of El Salvador. According to the information received, the journalist subsequently left Honduras temporarily for fear that reprisals would be carried out against him (68). 

	Honduras
	Dismissal
	On April 24, 2006, Wendy Guerra, a journalist with Canal 49, was dismissed, presumably after disseminating information about the activities of municipal authorities in Santa Rosa de Copán. According to the information received, the journalist was reinstated to her position on May 3, 2006 (69).  

	Honduras
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 19, 2006, the president of the College of Journalists of Honduras (Colegio de Periodistas de Honduras) presented the Public Prosecutor's Office and the Supreme Audit Court of Honduras (Fiscalía y el Tribunal Superior de Cuentas de Honduras) with the names of 43 journalists who have allegedly been practicing journalism without being members of the College (70). 

	Mexico
	Attacks 
	On May 4, 2006, three foreign photographers were assaulted and detained by members of the police force during a public demonstration in San Salvador Atenco, in the state of Mexico. According to information received, the photographers were later expelled from the country (71). 

	Mexico
	Attacks
	On May 24, 2006, journalist Antonio Ramos Tafolla received death threats and was abducted by drug traffickers in the municipality of Apatzingán, Michoacán state. According to the information received, the incident occurred after the journalist reported on his radio program about a confrontation between drug traffickers and police (72). 

	Mexico
	Attacks
	On May 25, 2006, reporter Gloria Rubí was physically attacked by the singer Alejandra Guzmán in the state of Puebla (73). 

	Mexico
	Attacks
	On June 8, 2006, journalist Hugo Isaac Robles Guillén was attacked when unidentified subjects broke the glass on his vehicle in an attempt to set fire to it at the radio station XEWM, in San Cristóbal de las Casas, Chiapas state. The attack was reportedly related to the journalist's statements with respect to the presidential elections (74). 

	Mexico
	Attacks
	On June 14, 2006, members of the police beat and detained demonstrators at a teachers' protest in Oaxaca. As a result of the police repression, the installations of Radio Plantón, a community radio station that had been reporting on the situation of the teachers' movement, were reportedly destroyed (75). 

	Mexico
	Attacks
	 On June 21, 2006 journalist Manuel Acuña López from the newspaper Por Esto was attacked by unknown people who launched explosives at his home in Mérida, in the state of Yucatán. The journalist publicly accused the governor of the state as being the intellectual author of the aggression (76).

	Mexico
	Attacks
	 On June 26, 2006 journalist Alejandro Benjamín Vivanco from the newspaper Provincia, was physically assaulted by the spokesperson of the Ministry of Public Security in the city of Morelia, state of Michoacán, while he was investigating the offices of said organism (77).

	Mexico
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On April 20, 2006, journalist Rafael Rivera Millán, of the daily newspaper El Universal, denounced that he had received threats from activists who were members of a miners' union in the state of Michoacan. The journalist alleged that the acts were a retaliation for the coverage he had given of the union's labor conflict with local authorities that left two workers dead (78).  

	Mexico
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On May 10, 2006, journalist Oscar Mario Beteta, of Radio Fórmula, received telephoned death threats from a group of paid assassins in the state of Tamaulipas. The threats were also reportedly directed at his family and were presumed to be related to his comments criticizing a presidential candidate (79). 

	Mexico
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On June 15, 2006, journalist Roció Cantú Galindo, of the morning news program of Corpo Radio GAPE, received a telephoned death threat. The journalist indicated that previously, on June 7, 2006, a group of municipal employees appeared at her offices and threatened her verbally (80). 

	Mexico
	Legislation
	On April 18, 2006, Chamber of Deputies of the Federal Congress (Cámara de Diputados del Congreso Federal) approved a bill to repeal the criminal defamation provisions in federal law. The Senate (Cámara de Senadores del Congreso Federal) reportedly decided to postpone debate on the bill until the next legislative session (81). 

	Mexico
	Legislation
	On April 28, 2006, the Legislative Assembly of the Federal District (Asamblea Legislativa del Distrito Federal) approved the Law on Civil Responsibility for the Defense of Honor, Private Life and Self Image (Ley de Responsabilidad Civil para la Defensa del Honor, la Vida Privada y la Propia Imagen), which repeals the criminal defamation provisions of the Federal District. On the same day, the Legislative Assembly of the Federal District approved the Law on the Professional Secrecy of Journalists (Ley del Secreto Profesional del Periodista), which allows journalists to protect the identities of their confidential sources (82). 

	Mexico
	Legislation
	On June 7, 2006, modifications to the Federal Code of Criminal Procedure and the Federal Penal Code (Código Federal de Procedimientos Penales y Código Penal Federal) that protect the professional secrecy of reporters went into effect. The Federal Senate (Cámara de Senadores del Congreso Federal) had approved these modifications on April 18, 2006 (83). 

	Mexico
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings
	On May 2, 2006, journalist Olga Wornat and the magazine Proceso were ordered by a civil court  in the Federal District to pay an indemnification for moral damages to the First Lady, Marta Sagahún, after publishing a report regarding her divorce. On May 16, 2006, the Superior Court of Justice of the Federal District (Tribunal Superior de Justicia del Distrito Federal) nullified the sentence and ordered that the proceeding be reinitiated (84). 

	Mexico
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings
	On May 11, 2006, the criminal proceedings for defamation against journalist Sergio Sarmiento were reinitiated. According to the information received, the Central Prosecutor's Office for Investigation for Public Servants (Fiscalía Central de Investigación para Servidores Públicos) had already decided on two previous occasions not to file criminal charges against the journalist (85).  

	Mexico
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings
	On May 16, 2006, businessman Kamel Nacif appeared before the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic (Procuraduría General de la República) for crimes imputed to him with respect to violations of the integrity of journalist Lydia Cacho. The journalist denounced the presiding judge's lack of impartiality after evidence that she presented was rejected in the defamation proceedings brought against her by Mr. Nacif (86). 

	Mexico
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 25, 2006, journalist Ángel Mario Ksheratto Flores appeared before the Attorney General of the Republic (Procuraduría General de la República) in a proceeding against him for the crime of fraud that was initiated against him by a private individual in the state of Chiapas. According to the information received, the denunciation could be a maneuver by state authorities to censor him (87). 

	Panama
	Prior Censorship
	On May 10, 2006, the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression received a letter from Miguel Antonio Bernal informing that journalist Maribel Cuervo Paredes was prohibited from continuing to publish her weekly column in a daily newspaper. The journalist had reportedly made critical comments in her column about a government project dealing with the Panama Canal (88).  

	Panama
	Legislation
	On June 17, 2006, the Commission to Codify Bills to Reform the Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure (Comisión Codificadora de los Anteproyectos de Código Penal y Código de Procedimiento Penal) of Panama presented a bill to reform the Penal Code that increases the sanctions for defamation crimes (89). 

	Panama
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 20, 2006, proceedings were initiated in the Criminal Court of la Chorrera (Juzgado Penal de la Chorrera) against journalists Jean Marcel Chéry of the daily newspaper La Prensa and Gustavo Aparicio and John Watson Riley of the daily newspaper Panamá América for the crime of trespassing at the home of Supreme Court justice Winston Spadafora. According to the information received, the journalists had already been pardoned in 2004 for the same acts (90).  

	Paraguay
	Attacks
	On April 12, 2006, the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression expressed its concern regarding the disappearance of journalist Enrique Galeano, which occurred on February 4, 2006 (91). 

	Paraguay
	Attacks
	On June 19, 2006, police personnel seized equipment from community radio station Manantial FM in Carayaó, beating employees who tried to stop the operation. The National Telecommunications Commission (Comisión Nacional de Telecomunicaciones) reportedly seized transmission equipment from the radio station Tenondé FM in Coronel Oviedo on the same day (92). 

	Peru
	Attacks
	On April 12, 2006, journalist Máximo Silva Chávez was attacked by unidentified individuals in Tingo María. The journalist had reportedly denounced acts of corruption by provincial prosecutors in the preceding weeks (93). 

	Peru
	Attacks
	On April 20, 2006, approximately 700 demonstrators attacked the installations of Radio Sudamericana in the city of Juliaca, destroying equipment and assaulting several journalists. The attackers had denounced that several radio stations were carrying out biased coverage of a scandal involving the local mayor (94). 

	Peru
	Attacks
	On April 21, 2006, "humalista" militants attacked journalists who were covering the activities of presidential candidate Ollanta Humala in Chosica (95). 

	Peru
	Attacks
	On May 2, 2006, journalists Javier Poma Sotelo, Luis Medina Villacorta, Nilton Rodríguez Soto and César Giraldo were attacked by soccer players from the club Sport Ancash and by the owner of a discotheque in Huaraz. The journalists had been following the soccer players inside the disco. Javier Poma Sotelo reportedly received death threats after he denounced the attacks (96). 

	Peru
	Attacks
	On May 11, 2006, a group of unidentified individuals stole equipment from the installations of the daily newspaper Correo in Ayacucho (97). 

	Peru
	Attacks
	On May 25, 2006, reporter Henry Vásquez Limo was detained by Air Force technicians when he recorded images in the installations of a Peruvian Air Force base in Chiclayo. They reportedly confiscated his recording equipment (98).  

	Peru
	Attacks
	On May 29, 2006, journalist Marco Villanueva denounced that he had been detained by members of the Marines while taking pictures of the unloading of an anchovy boat at a time when fishing was prohibited (99). 

	Peru
	Attacks
	On May 29, 2006, journalist Eduardo Ganoza was attacked by militant members of the "aprista" party as he transmitted his radio program in Huamey (100). 

	Peru
	Attacks
	On June 2, 2006, two journalists on the television program La Ventana Indiscreta were attacked by two subjects who were drinking liquor with two congressional representatives-elect from the Unión por el Perú party. According to the information received, drinking alcohol was prohibited on that day because it was the eve of the presidential elections (101). 

	Peru
	Attacks
	On June 9, 2006, journalist Eliot Coc Aguilar was attacked by an employee of the Unit for Local Educational Management (Unidad de Gestión Educativa Local (UGEL)) in Ancash. The journalist reportedly investigated irregularities in the administration of UGEL and complained to a regional authority (102). 

	Peru
	Attacks
	 On June 28, 2006, various reporters were physically assaulted and their equipment destroyed when they were covering a protest in Lima (103). 



	Peru
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On March 28, 2006, journalist Marilú Gambini, of the program Confidencial on Canal 31 in Chimbote, received telephoned death threats, which were also directed at her family. On April 5, 2006, the journalist left the country along with her family members, citing a lack of investigation by the authorities (104). 

	Peru
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On May 10, 2006, journalists Luis Bahamonde and Eliana Villavicencio of the daily newspaper Correo in Trujillo received telephoned death threats, presumably in retaliation for the publication of an investigation on drug traffickers in the zone (105).  

	Peru
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On May 21, 2006, congressman Daniel Abugatas verbally attacked two journalists before the start of a presidential debate in Lima. According to the information received, the Office of the Human Rights Ombudsman (Defensoría del Pueblo) received the complaint presented against the congressman (106). 

	Peru
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On May 26, 2006, journalists Walter Rocha Chocos and Gudelia Galvez Tafur received telephoned death threats. According to the information received, both had previously denounced acts of corruption in the management of the provincial government in Huaraz (107). 

	Peru
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On June 5, 2006, a "humalista" militant verbally attacked journalists from Frecuencia Latina who were at the doors of the campaign headquarters of the Unión por el Perú party in Lima (108). 

	Peru
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	 On June 28, 2006 journalist Elías Navarro from the magazine Línea Roja, declared that he had received death threats by phone. These threats occurred one week before the magazine was set to uncover alleged irregularities in the management of the local cooperative in Ayacucho (109).

	Peru
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On June 8, 2006, radio journalist Alberto Ku King of Cadena Peruana de Noticias denounced that he had received a death threat on his cellular phone (110).  

	Peru
	Prior Censorship
	On May 11, 2006, journalist Jorge Miranda denounced the shutdown of his program La Olla al Aire due to comments he had made on the program criticizing a presidential candidate (111).  

	Peru
	Prior Censorship
	On June 7, 2006, Jhonny David Castillo Silva, director of the television program Página Libre, denounced that his program had been abruptly taken off of the air by order of  the administrator of CTV-Canal 45 when he was about to broadcast a denunciation against the municipal authorities in Trujillo (112). 

	Peru
	Dismissal
	On May 10, 2006, journalist Javier Suárez Bustinza denounced that he had been dismissed because of comments he had made during his radio program in Arequipa criticizing a presidential candidate (113). 

	Peru
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On April 11, 2006, the Special Electoral Jury of San Martín (Jurado Electoral Especial de San Martín) imposed a fine on the regional newspaper Aldía for having published an electoral poll without having been registered on the Registry of Pollsters of the National Jury of Elections (Registro de Encuestadores del Jurado Nacional de Elecciones, (JNE)). The JNE reportedly dismissed the fine on May 12, 2006 (114).  

	Peru
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On June 14, 2006, the president of the Civil Chamber of the Superior Court of Ucayali (Sala Civil de la Corte Superior de Ucayali) was suspended from his post for allegedly interfering in the criminal proceedings against him for the assassination of journalist Alberto Rivera Fernández, which occurred on April 21, 2004 (115). 

	Dominican Republic 
	Attacks
	On May 19, 2006, a journalist and a cameraman from Canal 29 were attacked in Santiago by a group of leaders of a political party, allegedly as they were being filmed receiving checks from the government without being government employees (116). 

	Dominican Republic 
	Prior Censorship
	On April 28, 2006, journalists from San Francisco de Macoris denounced the cancellation of the program En Síntesis on Canal 8 due to political pressures (117). 

	Uruguay
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	 On June 29, 2006 the President declared that various media outlets were engaging in a “systematic opposition to his government,” and urged these “to publicize their political orientation” (118).



	Uruguay
	Legislation
	 On May 30, 2006 a group of non-governmental organizations presented to Congress a draft law on Access to Public Information and Informational Amparo. 



	Uruguay
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 18, 2006, journalist Gustavo Escanlar, of Canal 10, was given a suspended sentence of 3 months in prison for the crime of defamation against the Argentine businessman Federico Fasano (120). 

	Venezuela
	Murders 
	On April 5, 2006, photographer Jorge Aguirre, of the daily newspaper El Mundo, was murdered by an unidentified individual while he was covering a demonstration in Caracas (121). 

	Venezuela
	Murders
	On June 17, 2006, the editor of the weekly Ahora, José Joaquín Tovar, was murdered in Caracas (122).  

	Venezuela
	Attacks
	On June 7, 2006, journalist Roberto Almeida, of the daily newspaper La Nueva Prensa de Oriente, was attacked in Anzoátegui by students of the "Mano Negra" Student Movement, who also took the memory card from his camera (123). 

	Venezuela
	Attacks
	On June 8, 2006, state security agents in Barinas attacked photojournalist Yonny Camacho of El Nacional as he captured images of an eviction from a home (124).  

	Venezuela
	Attacks
	On June 9, 2006, the radio station La Suprema in the Valencia municipality ceased its transmissions when the National Telecommunications Commission (Comisión Nacional de Telecomunicaciones) ceded the land where its antenna was located to a community organization (125).

	Venezuela
	Attacks
	 On June 28, 2006, unknown intruders damaged the network of cables in the headquarters of the newspaper El Correo del Caroní, leaving the building without electricity (126). 



	Venezuela
	Attacks
	 On June 29, 2006, the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression received a communiqué from Globovisión corporation, outlining several incidents that occurred during the March- June, 2006 period. Included among the incidents are 3 acts of physical aggression against the staff of the corporation, several warnings by high-ranking government officials addressed to the corporation, as well as an instance of restricting the journalists’ access to official sources of information (127). 



	Venezuela
	Threats and Public Declarations by Officials
	On June 14, 2006 the President of the Republic and the Information and Communications Minister made declarations according to which the revision of concessions for television stations may have been ordered for reasons such as the editorial line of these channels. On June 27, 2006, the Vice President declared publicly that there will be no “violation of freedom of expression in [Venezuela], […] no jailed journalists, […] no martial law utilized to try journalists, […] nor any newspaper shut-downs” (128).


	Venezuela
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings
	On April 7, 2006, journalist Jorge Chávez was notified of the admission of a complaint against him for defamation filed by the former member of the Board of Directors of the Foundation of the Metropolitan Police (Fundación de la Policía Metropolitana) in Caracas (129). 

	Venezuela
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On April 11, 2006, journalist Mireya Zurita, editor of El Siglo, was sentenced to 18 months in prison for the crime of aggravated defamation  and for refusing to reveal her sources for a press release that she had published in 2003 that implicated the head of the Body for Scientific and Criminal Investigation (Cuerpo de Investigaciones Científicas, Penales y Criminalísticas) in the disappearance of a batch of drugs (130). 

	Venezuela
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On April 19, 2006, proceedings were initiated against journalist Miguel Salazar, editor and columnist of the weekly Las Verdades de Miguel, for aggravated defamation of the governor of Guárico, former minister Rafael Vargas and deputy José Albornoz (131).  

	Venezuela
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On April 22, 2006, the mayor of Caracas, Juan Barreto, initiated proceedings for defamation against journalist Ibéyise Pacheco, alleging that she had linked him with the commission of a murder in one of her columns (132).  

	Venezuela
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings
	On April 29, 2006, a representative of the National Telecommunications Commission (Comisión Nacional de Telecomunicaciones, CONATEL) denied that it would close 3,000 community radio stations that had been operating illegally (133). 

	Venezuela
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 3, 2006, journalist Henry Crespo, a writer with the weekly Las Verdades de Miguel, was given a suspended sentence of 18 months in prison for the crime of defamation against the governor of Guárico (134). 

	Venezuela
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 10, 2006, criminal proceedings were initiated against Julio Balza, a columnist with the newspaper El Nuevo País, for defamation of minister Ramón Carrizales (135). 

	Venezuela
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 11, 2006, the Parliamentary Commission on Internal Policy (Comisión de Política Interior del Parlamento) decided to interpellate the editor of the newspaper El Mundo, Enrique Rondón, and the illustrator Eduardo Sanabria for a caricature that, according to one parliamentarian, incited violence against and the assassination of the President of the Republic (136). 

	Venezuela
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings 
	On May 17, 2006, the proceedings for contempt initiated against journalist Napoleón Bravo in Caracas were suspended (137).  

	Venezuela
	Judicial and Administrative Proceedings
	On May 19, 2006, the Regional Parliament of the state of Bolívar recommended the evacuation and the demolition of the headquarters of the daily newspaper El Correo del Caroní to "reclaim public spaces in recreational areas." The measure is allegedly in retaliation for criticisms by the newspaper of governor Francisco Rangel (138). 
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