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BRAZIL

	NAME


	DATE AND PLACE
	DESCRIPTION

	Manoel Leal de Oliveira
	January 14, 

Itabuna, 

State of Bahia

	Mr. Leal de Oliveira was a journalist and the publisher of A Regiao, a weekly publication on southern Bahia State.  In this weekly magazine, he published reports of corruption involving local authorities.

	José Carlos Mesquita


	March 10

Ouro Preto, 

Rondonio State
	Mr. Mesquita was a news announcer on “Espaco Aberto.”  On the program he frequently criticized the local authorities


CANADA

	NAME


	DATE AND PLACE
	DESCRIPTION

	Tara Singh Hayer
	November 18

Vancouver
	Mr. Singh Hayer was the publisher and editor of the “Indo-Canadian Times.”  He received numerous death threats.  He had strong differences with fundamentalist sectors that wanted to take control of the 70,000 Sikhs in British Columbia.  The Canadian police attributed the murder to two different Sikhs groups:  Federation of Sikhs Youth, and Babbar Khalsa.  Mr. Sinngh Hayer colleagues are certain that his murder was an attempt to intimidate more moderate sectors weeks before the election of Sikh leadership. The freedon of expression groups have not expressed any concerns about the judicial investigation in this case.


COLOMBIA:

	NAME


	DATE AND PLACE
	DESCRIPTIÓN

	Oscar García Calderón


	February 22

Bogota


	Mr. García Calderon  wrote on bullfighting for the newspaper “El Espectador.”  His colleagues say that the reason for the murder was his investigation for publication of a book on the connection between bullfights and drug trafficking.



	Nelson Carvajal


	April 16

Pitalito
	 Mr. Carvajal was a reporter for Radio Sur. According to his colleagues, this crime was related to his investigation into corruption in the former local governments.



	Bernabé Cortéz Valderrama


	May 19

 Cali   
	 Mr. Cortez Valderrama was a reporter for Noticias CVN on the telepacific network, the authorities suspect that Mr Cortéz Valderrama  was murdered by drug traffickers because of a program broadcast on June 11, 1997, in which a military operation to destroy a cocaine laboratory was shown.  The police caught the person who actually committed the murder.



	Amparo Leonor Jiménez


	August 11lledupar


	The journalist Amparo Jimenez was working on the Mandato por la Paz [Mandate for Peace] program, helping former guerrillas to become part of society.  In 1996, he was investigating the intimidation tactics of paramilitary groups on the property of a former public official, Carlos Arturo Marulanda.  The authorities have arrested the persons who actually committed  the homicide.



	Didier Aristizábal Galeano


	March 2

Cali
	 Mr Aristizabal Galeano was a radio reporter working for Radio Todelar. His colleagues say that his murder was directly related to his profession.

	Jose Abel Salazar Serna


	March 14

Manizales
	 Mr Salazar Serna was the leader of a radio program, Juventud en Ación [Youth in Action], in which he was an advocate for peace and coexistence.  The police arrested Gustavo Adolfo  Montes Castaño who was accused of killing Salazar Serna during a fight.



	Nestor Villar Jimenez.


	September 11

Villavicencio
	He was a journalist and a member of Congress, his colleagues’ say that he was murdered because of his sharp criticism of drug traffickers.

	José Arturo Guapacha


	October 15

Tulua
	 Mr. Guapacha was the publisher of Panorama. His colleagues say that the motive of the assassination was his articles criticizing drug trafficking and his attempt to organize a trade union of journalists.

	Saúl Oswaldo Alcaraz


	October 14

Medellin

	 Mr Alcaraz was the announcer of the radio station  “Mi Rio and an environmental activist.  Before that, he worked as a journalist for a news agency in Teleantioquia.  According to local journalists, he was murdered by men who were disguised as police officers.


MEXICO:

	NAME


	DATE AND PLACE
	DESCRIPTION

	Claudio Cortez Garcia
	October 23 

Mexico City


	Mr Cortez García was Design Director of two magazines:  Crisis and Le Monde Diplomatic.

The journalist disappeared on October 20 and was found murdered in his car days later.

	Luis Mario García Rodriguez
	February 12

Mexico City
	 He was a reporter for the Radio Program La Tarde in Mexico City.  García made various investigative reports on the Office of the Attorney General and the Federal Judicial Police.  In his reports, he implicated officials from the Federal Judicial Police with the Arellano Felix brothers, who supposedly run the Tijuana cartel. 

	Philip True


	December 15

San Antonio

Jalisco
	 Mr True was a United States correspondent for San Antonio Express News. Associations of journalists are displeased with the course of the judicial investigation in Mr True’s death. 

	Pedro Valle Hernandez


	October 29

Zihuatanejo
	 Mr Valle Hernandez was a correspondent for the official radio and television station in Guerrero.  Prior to his murder, the reporter was working on a program regarding local mafia involved in child prostitution.


PERU:

Murders
	NAME


	DATE AND PLACE
	DESCRIPTION

	Isabel  Chumpitaz  Panta and

José Amaya Jacinto


	April 6

La Unión
	This couple hosted a program on Radio Satélite. They were murdered by a group of eleven men.  The persons who committed the crime were caught and sentenced to life in prison.  The authorities maintain that the motive was robbery, but Ms Chumpitaz Panta and Mr. Amaya Jacinto colleagues believe that it was a political crime, since the journalists had spoken out in favor of the peasants and against the policy of the regional government.








