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D.
Assassinations of Journalists

	Data on the Journalist
	Place and Date
	Description of the Events
	Background
	Status of the Investigation*

	Julio César Da Rosa, owner and editor of Radio del Centro.
36 years old
	Baltasar Brum, Artigas, URUGUAY, February 24
	Assassinated by former local official Carmelo Nery Colombo, who fired on the journalist, then killed himself.
	The journalist had hinted on his program that the official was unqualified to hold public office.
	The Uruguayan government condemned the act and began an investigation.

	Zezinho Cazuza, journalist for the local station Radio Xingó FM.

	Canindé de São Francisco, BRAZIL, March 13
	Assassinated by gunshot while he was leaving a party. 
	On several occasions, the journalist had accused Mayor Genivaldo Galindo da Silva of corruption. Local media reported the mayor had publicly threatened to kill the journalist.
	Two days after the assassination, police arrested a person who said the mayor had paid him US$1,500 to kill the journalist.

	Jean Léopold Dominique, owner and director of Radio Haiti Inter. 69 years old
	Port-au-Prince, HAITI, April 3
	Assassinated by gunshot when he was entering his workplace. The station’s security guard was also killed.
	The victim was an influential political journalist with strong background in  defending freedom of expression.
	There are 6 people detained accused of being the material authors of the crime.  There are other suspects.  The investigation has registered a series of irregularities including threats to judges and witnesses.



	Roberto Martínez, photographer for the daily Prensa Libre. 37 years old
	Guatemala City, GUATEMALA, April 27
	Assassinated by private security agents who fired against a group of street demonstrators. The journalist--covering the story—was shot in the head. Two other demonstrators were killed. Other journalists and photographers were wounded.
	
	The Guatemalan Government informed the Office of the Special Rapporteur that the police arrested two suspects for the crime against the photographer.  According to the government, the arrested individuals belonged to a private security agency and were in service of a local store when the crime occurred.  The Appeals Court sentenced one of the private police agents to 15 years of imprisonment after holding him guilty of  the crime.

	Juan Camilo Restrepo Guerra,     of the community radio Galaxia Estéreo. 26 years old.
	Sevilla, COLOMBIA, October 31
	Assassinated by a gunshot presumably fired by a member of an armed dissident group. His brother witnessed the assassination.
	The journalist had severely criticized the local government.
	There have been no arrests for the assassination. According to government investigators, the journalist was probably killed for his reports critical of local government. 

	Gustavo Camilo Restrepo Guerra, director of the local radio Galeón
	Pivijay, Magdalena, COLOMBIA, November 15
	Assassinated with a bullet wound in the head by two unidentified persons in a city plaza.


	
	


	Alfredo Abad López, editor of the local radio La Voz de la Selva and  professor of social communication at the Universidad Nacional Abierta y a Distancia. 36 years old
	Florencia, COLOMBIA, December 13
	Assassinated with a shot fired by presumed members of an armed dissident group. The assassins fired on him from a motorcycle as he was saying goodbye to his wife in front of his house.
	Just a week before the assassination, in a telephone call to the Press and Society Institute of Peru, he said he did not know the background of threats received by his colleague Guillermo León Agudelo, killed two weeks earlier.
	There have been no arrests for the assassination.


* The events described in this section include information received as of the publication of this annual report (April, 2001).
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