
Assassinations of Journalists 

	JOURNALISTS KILLED DURING 2001


	JOURNALIST
	PLACE AND DATE
	INCIDENT
	I. BACKGROUND
	STATUS OF INVESTIGATION

	Salvador Medina Velázquez, 

Chairman of the board of the FM Ñemety community radio station. 

Aged 27. 


	Capiibary, San Pedro,

PARAGUAY 

January 5.


	Shot several times in an ambush. 
	II. Threats had previously been made against him. Velázquez had put out several news stories reporting on corruption in the area. 
	In October 2001, Milcíades Mayling was sentenced to a 25-year prison term for carrying out the assassination. The individuals who planned it are still unknown. Following the conviction, threats were made against the journalist’s family. One of the journalist’s brothers was abducted for two hours, and his other brother, Pablo, a correspondent for the daily ABC Color in Curuguaty and the main driving force behind the criminal trial, received death threats. 

	José Luis Ortega Mata, editor of the Semanario de Ojinaga. 

Aged 37.
	Ojinaga, 

MEXICO 

February 19. 


	Shot twice in the head. 
	Some days prior to his slaying, he had published information about drug trafficking in the region. 
	The Rapporteur’s office has no information about how the investigation of this assassination is progressing. 




	JOURNALIST
	PLACE AND DATE
	INCIDENT
	III. BACKGROUND
	STATUS OF INVESTIGATION

	Flavio Bedoya, correspondent of the newspaper 

Voz of the Communist Party 

Aged 52. 
	Tumaco, 

Nariño, 

COLOMBIA

April 27. 
	Shot four times. 


	The journalist had received threats because of his investigations into clashes between armed rebel groups and, in particular, on the actions of paramilitary forces. The journalist had reported the threats to the local authorities and to the Interior Ministry. 
	The Sub-Unit for Investigating Assassinations of Journalists of the National Attorney General’s Human Rights Unit reported that: “proceedings are at the preliminary inquiry stage, with evidence being gathered.” 

	José Duviel Vásquez Arias, news editor of radio station La Voz de la Selva. 


	Florencia, 

Caquetá. 

COLOMBIA 

July 6. 
	Shot twice. 
	He had been working at the radio station since February 2001 as a replacement for reporter Alfredo Abad, killed on December 13, 2000. The assassination is suspected of having to with the journalist’s investigations into corruption among local officials and members of the armed rebel groups. One of the journalist’s investigations involved the former mayor of Florencia, Lucrecia Murcia, and other local officials. The radio station had also conducted an investigation into possible irregularities in how public funds were handled by the governor of Caquetá, Pablo Adriano Muñoz. As a result of this investigation, the governor sued Vásquez for defamation and libel. Some days before his death, the journalist told some of his colleagues that he felt threatened. The journalist’s attorney in the libel trial, Carlos Alberto Beltrán, suffered an attempt on his life and had to leave the city. 
	The Rapporteur’s office has no information about how the investigation of this assassination is progressing.

	JOURNALIST
	PLACE AND DATE
	INCIDENT
	IV. BACKGROUND
	STATUS OF INVESTIGATION

	Parmenio Medina Pérez, host of the radio program La Patada de Radio Monumental. 

	San José, 

COSTA RICA

July 7. 
	Shot several times. 
	This renowned journalist had been broadcasting his show for 28 years. He used it to denounce acts of corruption and voice criticism of official excesses. On May 9, 2001, persons unknown shot at his home. Following this, the journalist was assigned a police guard; one month later, however, he asked for it to be suspended. 
	In October 2001, the former director of the Judicial Investigation Agency, Linneth Saborio, acknowledged that no clues had yet been found to indicate the perpetrators of the crime. 

	Jorge Enrique Urbano Sánchez, manager of the Emisora Mar Estéreo radio station. 


	Buenaventura, Valle

COLOMBIA 

July 8. 
	Shot four times. 
	During his last radio broadcast, he had denounced a gang of local criminals. The journalist also served as the manager of Corporación Recrear, a company responsible for the upkeep of gardens, 

relocating street traders, and evicting drug dealers. He had previously received death threats, which he attributed to these undertakings. 
	The Rapporteur’s office has no information about how the investigation of this assassination is progressing. 



	Juan Carlos Encinas, journalist with the Enlace de Canal 21 newscast. 

Aged 39. 


	La Paz, 

BOLIVIA 

July 29. 
	Shot and killed while covering a conflict between two organizations over control of a mining cooperative. 


	
	According to the Federation of Press Workers of Bolivia (FTPB) and the Union of Press Workers of El Alto, a ballistics report issued by the technical judicial police revealed that the ammunition used was army issue. Other sources claimed that journalist was killed by gunshots fired by armed workers. 

The Rapporteur’s office has no information about how the investigation of this assassination is progressing.


	JOURNALIST
	PLACE AND DATE
	INCIDENT
	V. BACKGROUND
	STATUS OF INVESTIGATION

	Jorge Mynor Alegría Armendáriz, host of the program Línea Directa on Radio Amatique. 


	Puerto Barrios, Izabal 

GUATEMALA

September 5. 
	Shot six times in front of his home. 
	The journalist used his program to denounce corruption and criticize the local authorities. 

He had received death threats on several occasions and had reported them on his radio program. 
	The day after this assassination, Enrique Aceituno, another journalist with the same station, presented his resignation after receiving threats against his life. 

In September 2001, the Attorney for Human Rights determined that his assassination was politically motivated and decided it was probably organized by local officials as a reprisal for the journalist’s reporting on the corruption issue.  

	Brignol Lindor, news editor of radio station Echo 2000 and host of a political talk show called Dialogue.


	Petit-Goâve, HAITI 

December 3. 
	The journalist was attacked with machetes and stones by a group of demonstrators and supporters of the government party while on his way to the station. 
	He had received numerous threats from local officials after inviting members of the opposition to appear on his show. 
	The Rapporteur’s office has no information about how the investigation of this assassination is progressing.


* The descriptions of these incidents reflect developments as of the date of this Annual Report (April 2002). 
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