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D.
Assassinations of Media Personnel in 2003 

	MEDIA PERSONNEL ASSASINATED IN 2003




	INFORMATION ABOUT THE MEDIA PERSONNEL
	PLACE 

AND

DATE
	FACTS OF THE CASE
	BACKGROUND
	STATUS OF THE INVESTIGATION

	Nicanor Linhares Batista, owner and manager of Radio Vale do Jaguaribe, presenter of the program Encontro Politico. 

	Limoeiro do Norte,

State of Ceará,

BRAZIL.

June 30, 2003.
	Nicanor Linhares, 42 years of age, was assassinated on the night of June 30, 2003 by two armed individuals who suddenly entered the radio studio, fired several shots at point-blank range, and fled on a motorcycle.  Linhares was taken to the Public Hospital of Limoeiro do Norte, but was declared dead on arrival.
	Nicanor Linhares was known as a controversial journalist who was critical of the local public administration and politicians.  Several of his family members and acquaintances told local media that he had previously received threats.
	The Police investigation led to the detention, in August, of five persons.  Among them was an Army sergeant, Edesio de Almeida, suspected of being an intermediary in the murder.  On October 10, 2003, Francisco Lindenor de Jesus Morua Juniro was detained and confessed to having been paid for killing Linhares.  On October 20, 2003, the Public Ministry filed an accusation against José María Lucena, judge of the Federal Regional Tribunal of the fifth region, and his wife, Arivan Lucena, mayor of Limoeiro do Norte, suspected of being the intellectual authors of the murder.  At this writing, three other suspects were reportedly fugitives from justice. 

	Luiz Antônio da Costa, photojournalist with the magazine Época.
	São Bernardo do Campo, State of São Paolo,  BRAZIL.

July 23, 2003.


	Da Costa, 36 years of age,  was covering an invasion of a lot owned by an auto company when  three persons arrived and shot at him.

	According to one of the suspect’s confession, da Costa was assassinated because the suspects believed that he had taken photographs during a robbery they had just committed at a nearby gas station. 
  
	On July 30, the police of São Bernardo do Campo detained two suspects in the assassination.  One of them confessed to having fired at the reporter but stated that his intention had been to hit the camera.  On August 6, the third suspect, a 16-year-old, appeared in court and plead his innocence.  The minor was freed the day after his arrest, but he was accused of participating in the assassination. 


	INFORMATION ABOUT THE MEDIA PERSONNEL
	PLACE
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DATE
	FACTS OF THE CASE
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	STATUS OF THE INVESTIGATION

	Luis Eduardo Alfonso Parada, correspondent for El Tiempo, and co-director of the news program Actualidad Informativa of the radio station Meridiano 70.
	City of Arauca, Department of Arauca, COLOMBIA. March 18, 2003.
	Two subjects fired at the journalist as he arrived at the Meridiano 70 radio station. 


	Alfonso was known for denouncing corruption and for reporting on the armed conflict.  He had availed himself of the Ministry of Interior’s Journalist Protection Program.  Additionally, on June 28, 2002, the owner of Meridiano 70 was assassinated. 
	In June, three suspects were detained in relation to the journalist's death.  At the time this report was drafted, the Special Rapporteur had not received further information about the case.

	José Emeterio Rivas, director of the program Las Fuerzas Vivas.
	Department of Santander, COLOMBIA.

April 7, 2003. 
	The body of José Emeterio Rivas was found, along with another body, that of a student, alongside the road leading to Barrancabermeja.
	Rivas had been threatened and so had availed himself of the Journalist Protection Program of the Ministry of Interior and Justice in January 2001, and had been assigned a bodyguard.  Nonetheless, the week he was killed, Rivas went without protection.  Days prior to his death, Rivas had denounced that he had been the victim of an assassination attempt.
	On July 11, three officials of the office of the mayor of Barrancabermeja were detained: Juan Pablo Arica, Fabio Pajón Lizcano, and Abelardo Rueda Tobón.  In addition, an arrest warrant was issued for the mayor of Barrancabermeja, Julio César Ardila Torres, for his alleged participation in the assassination.   On September 17, Ardila Torres presented himself to the Attorney General of Colombia, Luis Camilo Osorio.  On September 24, the Office of the Attorney General of Colombia issued an order to detain Ardila without bond for his alleged participation in the assassination of five persons, including Rivas.  The mayor alleged his innocence. 

	Guillermo Bravo Vega, columnist with the newspaper Tribuna del Sur and director of the television program Hechos y Cifras.
	Department of Huila, 

COLOMBIA.  April 28, 2003.
	A paid assassin entered Bravo´s home at night and shot him three times.
	The journalist had previously received threats.  He was known for his work on economic and political issues, and had obtained many journalism awards.
	As of the time this report was drafted, the Special Rapporteur had not received information about the status of the investigation of the assassination of the journalist Guillermo Bravo. 

	Jaime Rengifo Revero, director of the newspaper El Guajiro and producer of the program Periodistas en acción.
	Department of Guajira, COLOMBIA.  April 29, 2003.
	Rengifo was shot five times in the hotel where he had been living for three years by an individual who had registered under the name Luis Alfredo Gómez.
	Rengifo had previously received threats.  On his program, he denounced crime in the city of Maicao. 
	As of the time this report was drafted, the Special Rapporteur had not received information about the status of the investigation of the assassination of the journalist Jaime Rengifo.

	German Antonio Rivas, director and manager of Corporación Maya Visión (Channel 7).
	Santa Rosa de Copán, HONDURAS. November 26, 2003.
	Unidentified individuals shot Rivas as he arrived at the Channel's headquarters in Santa Rosa de Copán.
	On February 24, 2003, Rivas had emerged unscathed from another attack, when an unknown person shot at him as he arrived at his place of residence.
	The Office of the Special Rapporteur was informed that the Honduran Attorney General's Office has begun an investigation of the incident and has carried out the preliminary procedural steps.  At the time this report was drafted, there had been no official statement as to the possible motives for the crime.



